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Huon. J. T. TONKIN: It wvas published in
a newspaper called "The Wheatgrower" and
that is not the only place I have seen it.

Mr. Leslie: It was not in a reputable
newspaper.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Will the Minister
,deny that he had reason to believe that the
Legislative Council would not agree to the
Bill unless it contained this provision?

The Attorney General: I have never
given that point any consideration. I think
it should be extended only to the end of
1949 as provided for in the Bill.

lHon, J. T. TONKIN: The Attorney
General denies having stated at any time
that the reason why this legislation was be-
ing limited to 1949 was because the Legisla-
tive Council would not accept the legislation
if it provided for a long period,

The Attorney General. Yes, definitely.

lon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course, I have
to accept the inister's assurance; but I
have been advised other-wise.

The Attorney General: You may have
been. I know by whom.

'Hun. A. BR. G. Hawke: Who was it?

Mr. Leslie: "The Wbeatgrower."1

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Whether the Minis-
ter has or has not given consideration to the
point before, someone has done so, and in
view of the reason given that the Legisla-
tive Council would not accept the legislation
otherwise, that explains the appearance of
the clause in the Bill. Possibly some mem-
bers, of the Government were tipped off by
someone in another place that the legislation
would not be agreed to if a longer period
were provided for, and so the limit of 1949
has been inserted in the Bill. There is no
need for that limit at all because, if the
Government decides on the discontinuance
of price control prior to the end of 1949, it
can take the necessary action without com-
ing to Parliament, simply 'by annulling
the regulations. I suggest the Minister will
lose nothing by agreeing to the deletion of
the clause, and we shall then at least test
out another place.

Mr. LESLIE: I move--
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes
Noes

22
15

Majority for

Mr. Ackland
Mr. Coverlay
Mr. Dooay
Mr. Fox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Air. Hegey
Mr. Roar
Mr. Leslie
MTr. Marshall
Mr. May

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Borell
Mrs. Cardall-Olivr
Mir. Cornell
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hill
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Manna

7

AYES.
Mr. Naldar
Mfr. Needham
Mr. Nulaen
Atr. Penton
Mr: Read
Mr. Reynotlds
Mr. Slaernan
Mr. Tonkin
Mr.. Watts
Mr. Wise
Air. Rodoreda

(Teller.)

Noze

Mr. Murray
MAr. Nimmo,
Mr. North
Mr. Smith
Mr: Wild
Ur.' Yates
Mr. Btrand

(Tcl~rr.)

Motion thus passed; progress reported.

House ad~journled at 11.17 p2.m.

Wrsftib~e Zzvthlv.

Wednesday, 25th August, 1948.
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Availability and Re-conditioning
of A.S;G. Engines.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Howv nn of the 24 re-conditioned
A.S.G. eng"ines; have been continuously avail-
able for "tiaffle" during the past Iwo
months'

(2) Is a separate account kept of main-
tenance costs for this class of engine?

01) Whit has heen the amount paid for
oxywelding broken chassis frames and spot
welding tenders of these engines since they
have been operating in the Eastern Gold-
fields area?

(4) How many of them (throughout the
State) have broken their framing during the
past two years?

-The MINISTER replied:

(1) Seven.
(2) 'Yes.
(3) £235.
(4) Eleven.

(b) As to Shortage of Panel Pins at Mlidland
Junctio 'Workshops.

Mr. GRAYDEN: asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is he aware that panel Pins of various
sizes have not been available in the Midland
Junction Workshops for several years?

(2) Will he explain the reason for the
shortage, in view of the fact that these pins
are being used by p~rivate firms who are
apparently able to obtain them!

The MINISTE~R replied:

(1) Supplies have been short in tetejit
years.

(2) The shortage has been more acute in
certain sizes, but orders placed recently are
being supplied.

(c) As to Soap Supplies to Workshop
Emnployees.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is he aware that for several years
soft soap and washing soap have been issued

to employees of the Midland Junction Work-
shops?7

(2) Is he aware that during the last two
or three months washing soap has not been
available to employees, and soft soap only
in limited quantities?

(3) Will he advise whether the soap] is

unprocurable, or whether there is some other
reason why it is not issued?

(4) If the former is the case, is he aware
that soap is available at aUl stores?

(5) Will he take steps to ensure that 1L
supply is made available for employees?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Washing soap and soft soap have
been in short supply, but are issued when
avaikble.

(4) Yes, but in limited quantities only.

(5) Answered by Nos. (3) and (4).

MIGRANTS.

As to States Voice in Selection.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) 1s it a fact that the State Govern-
went has a voice in regard to the choice of
migrants coming to Westera Austr~liaf

(2) Is it a fact that British immigrants
are given a priority by the State Govern-
ment '

(3) Ilas the Government made any ap-
proachecs or complaints to the Common-
wealth imnig.ration authorities regarding
the nationalities and occupations of alien
immig rants who have been coming to this
State?

(4) Has the Government made any repre-
sentations to the Commnwealth in an en-
deavour to get immigrants from particular
countries?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

(3) Yes, but nationalities and occupatiorn,
of alien immigrants are matters entirely
within the Commonwealth authorities'
sphere of investigation and responsibility.

(4) No.
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SHIPPING, INTERSTATE.

As to Cargo Returgned to Eastern States.

M1r. FOX asked the Honorary 'Minister
for Supply and Shipping:

(1) Is she aware that c-argo imported for
use in Western Australia, including sugar,
tobacco and newsprint, is being shipped to
the Eastern States?

(2) That as a good deal of such cargo
had previously been shipped from the East-
ern States, will she take steps to see that
such commodities remain in Western
Australia?

The HONORARY
plied:

MVINISTER re-

(1) No.

(2) If the Member for South Fremantle
will read Section 02 of the Commonwealth
Constitution Act he will have a complete
answer.

TASMANIAN ELECTION.

As to Reactions of Minister for Education.

Mr. GRAHAM as~ked the Minister for
Education:

In view of the obvious enthusiasm with
which both the Premier and he were pleased
to make public statements following the
Victoria1 extraordinary election which was
precipitated by the Legislative Council in
that State last November, will he now state
his reactions to the sesult of the Tasmanian
election, which was held last Saturday also
because of interference by the Legislative
Coned with the rights of a democratically
elected Government,?

The MINISTER replied:

There is considerable doubt in my mind
as to whether the question is one that
should be answered at Parliamentary ques-
tion time as it deals merely with a matter
of personal opinion not associated with
Western Australian State affairs. How-
ever, concerning the Tasmanian elections
my view coincides with the Labour view
from Canberra that there is "no need to
comment on a miracle." Concerning the
latter portion of the questio ' the legally
constituted Legislative Council of Tasmania
in carrying out its functions no more "in-
terferes" then do other legally constituted
boies such as the High Court of Australia.

BILL-PUJOES CONTROL.

I" Comimit tee.

liexuined from the previous day. Mr.
I'ci-kjns in the Chair; the Attorney, General
in charge of the Bill

Clause 18-Duration (partly considered):

Hon, A. R. 0, HAWKE: I am amazed
that either the Acting Premier or the
Attorney General has not something to say
on this mnatter because, when progress
was reported last night, 1, with several
other members, was under the impression
that that action was taken to enable the
G~overnmcnt to consider the move made by
the Leader of the Opposition to have -the

clause deleted. Presumably the Governmient
has decided in favour of retaining the'
clause. The Attorney General told uis hIst
night that the clause was desirable to enk-

sure that the measure shall come before
Parliament next year for revonsideration,
amendment and so forth.

The Attorney General: lIt is emergency
legislation.

lion. A. Rt. G. HAWKEr That is not the
position as I understand it. If, toward,,
the end of next year, the Covernmecnt finds
it necessary to continue the Act-and 1 am
sure no other decision will be possible-
the only section that it would be nees-
sar -y to bring before Parliament would 1w
the one dealing with its duration. There-
fore the argument offered by the Attorney
General for the retention of the clause con-
tnimed no logic at all.

The Minister for Lands;: floes; not a Bill
for the continuance of an Act open tip
the whole measure-?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: No.

Eon. A. JR. O. HAWKE: No. That e-
news to me.

The Minister for Lands: I think you
could have a full discussion on the measure
if you were continuing it.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: Parliament
could have a discussion on it, certainly, hat
there would be only one section before the
House, the section providing for an altera-
tion dealing with the date.

The Acting Premier: We hare been faced
with that position 20 times in 10 years.

Ron. A. HR. G. HAWKEr. Exattly.
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The Acting Premier: And you have been
responsible for facing us with it.

Hon. F. J. S. WVise: It was different legis-
lation altogether.

The Acting Premier: No.

Ron, A. R. 0r. HAWVKE,: The Aetitwg'
Premier is not correct. This legislation will
certainly have to remain in force for more
than one year aod f am fairly sureA .
the Acting Premier is of that opinion, too.

The Acting Premier: And so did most
-of the legislation which Xou put into annual
Bills.

'Hon. A. R. fl. HA.WKE: That might be
so.

Ron. A. H. Panton: In one or two in-
stances the Legislative Council insisted on
it- against our will.

lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: This legislation
will have to conitinue in force, in my opinion,
for at least live years. 1. therefore caninot
see any advantag&e in retaining the clause,
, w- it might lead many people to the wrong
conclusion that the legislation will continue
for only 12 months.

The Attorney General: You hope it will
0o as soon as possible.

Hion. A. 11. G, IIAWKE: I do not.
The Attorney Genera!: That is all iight.

I'lozi. A. R. G. HfAWKE: I hope ii will
be permanent.

The Attorney General: That is wbat 1
wanit to know.

lion. A. R, G. HAWKE: You know now.
The Attorney General: You differ fromn

your leader.

lion. A. Ri. G. HAWKE: I may differ
from my len~dcr. That is what probably
the Attorney General willtnever he guilty of
doing.

Hon. A. 11. Panton: He was last night.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKE: I think last
night his leader disagreed with him.

Hon. F. J, S. Wise: Disapproved of him!

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The present
Gxovernment, if it remains in office for five
years will, I think, continue this legislation.
If the clause remains in the Bill, it will give
those it, the business world who desire to
profiteer upon the community a go~od lever
ton se against the Government for the pus.

pose of' having the Bill restricted 'to one
ypar. I see no reason why the clause should
remnain in *he Bill, but every reason why it
should he struck out. I hope the Committee
will vote against it.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: The Acting Pre-
mier, by interjection, sought to show that,
by fixing a period in the Bill, an amending
Bill would require to be introduced into
Parliament within 12 months to ensure its
continiuance, and that such action was
similar to that taken by the previous Gov.
erment with regard to other Bills. The
position is very different. The Bills to which.
the Acting Premier referred did not depend
upon -regulations, for administration, but
contained prinies which had to be renew-
ed or rejected as occasion arose. One ex-
ample was the Bill to continue the Lotteries
Control Act.

The Attorney General: And the legisla-
tion dealing- with mortgagees' rights restric-
tion and the finantcial, emergency.

Hon. J. T. TON'KIN: They did not depend
entirely on regulations, as this piece of legs-
islation. would[.

The Attorney General: That is all the
more reason why it should be brought up
for consideration again.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: If the Government
desires to continue this legislation, the only
way it could do so-as the member for Nor-
tham pointed out-would be to bring in an
ame~nding Bill to alter the duration of the
Act. But if the Government does not wish
to continue the legislation, then all it need
do is to cancel the regulations or dis-
band the officers, and nothing further would
be done in he matter of price control. The
legislation would expire by effluxion of time.
I submit that this clause has been inserted
in the Bill to meet the wishes of another
place, becanse the Government feels that if
it is provided that this legislation shall con-
linac for more than 12 months, the Legisla-
tive Council would'no agree to give the
po wets. Has the Government considered
this aspect, that it is much easier now to
get another place to agree to price-fixing
legislation thtan it would be in 12 months?
That should be quite obvious.

The Attorney General: I do not agree
with that at all.
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lion. .1. T. TONKIN: I think the At-
foniey General ought to, because it is as
pluin as a pilkestaff.

The Attorney General: I differ.

Rion. J. T1. TONKIN: Members of another
place do noat view this type of legislation
kindly, as they say it is auslagous to fixing
profits and that, of course, is anathema to
them. It is almost certain, as the member
for Nortbru pointed out, that this legisla-
tion will be required for more than one
year, as there will still be many goods in
short supply. It is betause those goods are
in short supply that We want price control.
If the Government does not take the oppor-
tunity to provide for the Bill to remain in
force beyond next year, it might be exceed-
ingly diflk'ult at the end of the first year to
get another place to agree to its extension.
What a bole the Government. .would be in
then! There ii no danger to the Government,
or the Government's policy, in allowing
this Ieiiislation to continue for five years,
because at any time before then, if the Gov-
ernment decided to discontinue price con-
trol, it could do so by the simple expedient
of cancelling- the regulations made under the
Act. The Attorney General knows *full well
that if he agreed to the insertion in the Bill
of the year V452, for example, and he wished
to discontinue price control in 1949, he could
do so.

The Attorney General: I have to get the
regulations throughl both Rouses. Have I
not?

lion. J7. T. TONI(IN: The Attorney
General could discontinue price control
simply by cancelling the regulations and
disbanding- the officers.

The Attorney General: I cannot cancel
Ray regulation without the consent of both
Houses of Parliament.

Hnn. J1. T. TONKIN: Of course the At-
torne-y General can!

The Attorney General: I cannot under
this; mcace.

lin J1. T. TO'NICIN: The Attorney
General does not have to submit to Parlia-
ment the cancellation of a regulation.
When he decides he no longer wants to
work under certain regulations, he does not
use them; that is all. He lets them lapse.
It is futile for the Attorney General to say
that he would be obliged to continue to

operate the regulations for the time men-
tioned in the Act. He could discontinue
price control at any time up to the time
mentioned in the Act but he could 4ot go
beyond the time mentioned in the Act if it
were necessary to do so unless he had an
amendment passed for that purpose, and he
might find extreme difficulty in getting such
an amendment through in 12 months' or
'ILL-cars' time. If the Minister is wise in
tiC.0 matter, he will take advantage of exist-
ing conditions which wilt give him ample
time to enable things to right themselves.
I repeat that he would not be obliged to
continue price control for the full period
mentioned in the Bill. It is better to have
too much time than too little.

Mr, HEGNEY: I wish to register my
protest against the limitation of the opera-
tions of the measure to the 31st December,
1949. 1 might differ from some of my
colleagues, but I hold the opinion that the
time has arrived for some permanent meas-
ure for price-fixing to be placed on the
statute-book. Last night I referred to meat.
What happens in connection with milk?
There is legislation on the statute-hok.
more or less of a permanent character, de-
signed for the express purpose of con-
trolling and regulating, among other things,
the price of milk. If it is right that this
Parliament should control the price of milk,
it should control the price of nieat and
a number of other commodities which are
everyday requirements.

I believe the Minister is anxious to get
this Bill through Parliament and, from my
observation, I believe he will sincerely try
to make the subsequent Act a suecess. But
if there is anything designed to kill or~
sabotage this Bill, it is this last clause. The
inspec-tors who will be applointed under the
mieasure will read it and see that it is to,
operate only until the 31st December, 1949,
and no longer. I put it to any member of
this Chamber: If he were an inspector and
he knew the Act would expire at the end of~
that period, would he not be restless?
Would he not have his mind diverted from
the real object of his appointment? Would
he not use every opportunity-hu man
nature being- what it is-to look out for
something hatter or of a more permanent
nature? Of course he would! Any one of
us would. If this Bill is passed in its pres-
ent form, there is not the slightest doubt
that the staff will be more or less discon-
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tented and their minds will not be fully
occupied on the work to which they will be
assigned.

There should he certain legislation to
prevent profiteerag and excessive prices
for commodities, whether there is an ample
supply or not. Commerce today is differ-
ent from what it used to be 50 to 100 years
ago. There are now employers' organisa-
tions, manufacturers' organisations, retail-
ers' organisations and wholesalers' orgcaJ. -1
tions, and there is not the competiticzir n
the business community that existed even
40 years ago. After the first World War,
there were ample supplies of commodities,
but they were dribbled on to the market as
those controlling them thought fit. In
future, there may nob be a shortage of foot-
wear, but that does not mean that un-
limited stocks will he made available to the
public. They will be put on the market
at a price determined by those in control
of their manufacture and supply. The same
applies to bread. Remove atll the restric-
tions tomorrow from that basic commodity,
and what would happen? There are bakers'
associations, and one baker does not com-
pete with another. These people use com-
monsense today. Competition has given
place to combination. I believe that if we
are to have goodwill in industrial life in
Western Australia, some permanent meas-
ure for price-fixing must be placed on the
statute-book.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I think that from
the standpoint of courtesy, if for no other
reason, the Miniter might reply to the
comments made.

The Attorney General: I am quite will-
ing to do so. I thought of doing it in one
bite.

Hon. F. J, S. WISE: Several points
have been raised, and for the time being
I am prepared to listen to what the Attor-
ney General has to say.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
it must be generallip admitted that at the
referendum the people of Australia voted
against permanent price-fixing.

Opposition members: No!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In my
opinion, that was the decision of the people.
It has been the custom of all Parliaments
in dealing with legislation that has arisen
out of a crisis to tackle it on a temporary

basis; hence, we have had the Financial
Emergency Act, the Mortgagees' Rights
Restriction Act, and a number of other
measures-we have even had a Profiteer-
ing Prevention Act-which have been dealt

thish its a temporary basis only. I regard
thsisan emergency Bill and not one to

be permanently placed on the statute-book.
I have dealt with it on that basis, and I
think the Leader of the Opposition will
agree that it is customary to provide for
such measures to last for a definite period
and, if necessary, to he renewed from time
to time. I have followed the usual course.
If my policy were to have permanent price-
fixing, as suggested by the member for
Pilbara, I agree that I would be using the
wrong method. But I do not agree that
we should have permanent price-fixing in
Western Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There have been
ninny angles presented to this Committee
to which the Attorney General has not re-
plied or commented on. An important one.
was mentioned by the member for NorthaN
and (hat is this, that it will not be possible
for any amendment, unless separately in-
troduced, to be dealt with on a continuing
Bill once the measure is passed.

The Attorney General: I admit that.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Attorney Gen-
eral under pressure admits one thing today
and another tomorrow, just as he has for
a month heen changing from his advocacy
of the Profiteering Prevention Act, as being
able to meet the situation entirely, to dis-
owning, yesterday, any chnnce whatever of
that measure covering the position. So, we
cannot place any reliance en his views.
Another important point is that in con-
nection with the staff position. During the
last 24 hours it has been made known to me,
from persons who were present at a meet-
ing the Minister had with the staff, that
their uncertainty has already lad to serious
dissatisfaction; that they were encouraged
to believe that they had better be prepared
to shift for themselves.

What is going to be the position of the
senior officers to be taken ovorl Fortu-
nately for the Deputy Commissioner-Mr.
Mathea-he is a Commonwealth officer, so
his services cannot be dispensed with by
the Minister even though this legislation
lapses or collapses. But there are other
members of the staff not similarly situated.
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Mlany anticipate becoming permanent of-
ficers in some avenue of the public service,
but they know not where they are today.
If anythling is to promote mistrust and dis-
satisfaction in public relations, it is to have
disgruntled public servants. In the inter-
ests of efficiency and better control, I
think it is necessary for the clause to be
amended to provide for a later time, or to
be entirely deleted. To test the Committee,
I move an amendment-

That in line 3 the word "'forty-nine"' be
struck out with a view to inserting the word
'ffty-one.''

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 20
Noes . .- .. 21

Majority against .. 1

IMr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. For
Mr,. Oiraham

Air. Hawke
Mr. liegney
Mrl. Hloar
M r. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May

Mir. Abbott
Mir. Aricland
Mr. Boyd!l
Mrs. Oardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. faney
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
'Ar. Hill
Mr. Mann
Mr. Murray

Mir.
Mir.
Mir.
Mr.

inES.
Leahy
Tfiat
Styats
Collier

Arne.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Air.
Mir.

NOESt.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Arr.
Mr.
MTr.
Mr.

P Alli.

Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Needhamn
Nulsen
Panton
Read
Reynolds
glee.&.n
Smith
Tonin
WVise
Rodoreda

(Teller.)

Waldar
Nimmo
North
Seward
Shearn
Thorn
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brand

NOE
MeL, rty
Moflona
Leslie
Keenan

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and a
following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mir. Bovell

Ars. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cwonll
Mr. Coney
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Hall1
Mr. Hill
Air. Mann
Mr. Murrayr

division taken

AYES.
Mr.
Mir.
Atr.
Mr.
Mr.
Bir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.

Na1der
Ninnmo
North
Seward
Shearn
Thorn
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brand

Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.'
Mr.
Mt.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
ATr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air,

Brady
Coverley
Fox
Graham
Hawk,
Hlegney
Hoar
Kelly
Marshall
May

AYES.
McLarty
McDonald
Leslie
Keenan

NOES.
Air.
Mrt.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M.

Pains.

Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

Needham
Nulsen
Panton
Read
Reynolds
Sleeman
Smith
Tonk in
Wise
Rod oreda

- ( Teller.1

NOES.
Leahy
Triat
Styants
Collier

Clause thus passed.

Schedule:

Mr. MARSHALL: The schedule deals
with the matter of secrecy. Can the 'Mini-
ister show the Committee where in the Bill
provision is made for a penalty to be im-
posed on any officer who, having signed the
declaration of secrecy, divulges informationl
coming under that provision? There is pro-
vision in the Bill for the punishment of any
person who breaks any of the regulations,
but therc is no provision for punishment
for breaking the undertaking as to secrecy.
Members have not had the opportunity of
seeing the regulations hut, even if such a
provision were contained in them, I doubt
whether we could have provision in the Bill
for certain things and then have that pro-
vision enforced by regulations.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause 12
provides-

(Teller.) A person shalt not, except in the course of
his duty pursuant to the provisions of this Act,

a. or the regulations in operation from time to
time tinder the provisions of this Act, directly

Id or indirectly communicate or divulge any in-
formation relating to ally matter wbich comes
to his knowledge in consequence of his official
position.

with the If he did so it would he contrary to the
provisions of the Bill. There is provision

21 for a general offence and for a penalty not

20 exceeding £100 for an offence against the
Act.

1

(Teller.)

Mr. Marshall: That does not deal with
this aspect.

The Acting Premier: It deals with any
offence.

Schedule put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move-
That the report of the Committee be adopted.

. As to Re-committal.

Hon. J. B3. SLEEMAN: I move-
That the Bill be recommitted for the further

consideration of Clause 8.
When I tried to secure an amendment to
Clause 8 last night the Chairman ruled that
the amendment would be consequential, but
I now see that that will not be so, and as
the Legislative Council is not at present
sitting I feel that we should do the job
here and not rely on another place to do it
for us.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The neces-
sary alteration has been made in the Bill.

Hlon. J. T. Tonkin; On what authority?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Chair-
man of Committees ruled that it was a con-
sequential amendment. The Bill has been
reprinted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the member for Fre-
mantle now satisfied V

Hon. J. B. SLEEM1AN: Yes. I will with-
draw the motion.-

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Debate Resumed.
Question put and passed; report of Com-

mittee adopted.

Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. IR. Abbott-North Perth) [5.18]: 1
move-

That the Bill be now read a, third time.

MR. -IARSHALL (Murchison) [5.191:
I think this measure calls for a Message
from His, Excellency the Licut.-Gove'rnor
before it is passed. Has that Message been
received, Mr. Speaker?7

M.Nr. SPEAKER: The Message was re-
ce(ived, and was read on the 17th August.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day.

Debate resumed from the 18th August.

MR. KIMMO (M1t. Hawthorn) [5.20]:
The first-matter I wish to discuss on the
Address-in-reply is connected with hous-
ing. The other evening th member for
South F'remantle spoke about an Es-Ser-
vicemen 'a Concrete Home Company. I
agree with the hon. member's remarks but
feet that stronger words should be used
when speaking of the activities of that
eoncbrn.

Mr. Fox: I did not speak about the Con-
crete Home Company, hut about another
eompar~y. There were two of them.

Mr. NIMMO1: This is the Es-Service-
men's Concrete Home Company. The com-
pany started in October, 1946, and T wish
to draw the attention of the House to some
of its methods. Its activities were first
brought under my notice by a young fel-
low who wanted to build a shed in my elec-
torate. He applied to the Perth Road
Board for a permit, which was not granted.
I advised this young man to apply to the
Housing Commission but be told me that he
was already in possession of a permit and
that he had had it for six months, whereupon
I informed him that he would have to get
busy or otherwise have the date on the per-
mit altered. He thought this rather strange
and told me that it seemed "fishy." On
checking up on the matter I found that
this man had paid £300 to the company.

Another case is that of a widow in my
electorate who approached me a few days
afterwards and advised me that she had
already paid £100 to the same company. I
can supply the House with quite a number
of other cases as well. One lady mentioned
to me that while her husband was away
in the Forces she saved both his money
arid her oJwn and had lost the lot after in-
vesting it with these people. I approached
the AIttorney General on the matter and he
advised me that it was a case for the Police
Department. The C.I.B. took the matter
up and eventually closed the conmpany
downi.

Mr. Graham: I think there were two of
us responsible for that, were there not?

Mr. NIMMO: There may have been. The
membar for East Perth and I discussed the
matter and I niade several other in-
quiries. I do not think we could have
taken any other action.
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The other day several questions were ask-
ed about the housing problem and the num-
ber of people who want to build or desire
Commonwealth- State rental homes. , At the
present time we are building at the rate of
3,000 homes per year. I have figures which
show that there are 12,407 families in need
of houses.

Hon. A. RI. Panton: They are nearly all
in my electorate.

Mr. NIMO: I do not think that is eor-
rect. 1 consider this is a matter for the
whole Commonwealth because it is of
national importance. The sooner we can get
together all the bodies concerned, the quicker
this problem will be solved. I have spoken
to men who belong to trade unions and they
arc very concerned about the matter. The
reason for their concern is that 90 per cent.
of the people requiring homes belong to one
union or another. I am not concerned about
the 40-hour week because I will be glad when
it is down to a 35-hour week. With such
a state of affairs existing it is necessary for
us all to be prepared to work more hours
in an endeavour to house the people *or
to arrive at some solution. One way of
overcoming the difficulty would be to build
a thousand huts similar to those at No. 5
P.D. Wembley which could be utilised to
solve the woarries of two-unit families.

Mr. Marshall: It has been resolved as far
as Middle Swan is concerned. Hundreds of
houses are being built there.

Mr. NIMMO: If there was a war con, such
worries would be soon overcome. Military
and Air Force units would not stand on any
ceremony about 40 hours or even 80 hours
and I do consider that something should be
done about the matter.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Government
which you support is putting men off the
building of houses.

Air. NIMMO: I might say something
about that later. At present we re-
quire approximately 12,000 homes and we
are budlding at the rate of 3,000 per year.
It would take four years to provide houses
for all those people if npplieations ceased
today. There are approximately 3,000
marriages per year and we have not taken
our immigrants into account. Where can
we house them if we do get them?

Perhaps I should not say that I am satis-
fled with the rate of huilding in my elcc-

torate as I would like to get double the num-
ber of houses if that were possible, but the
number of homes built there is satisfactory.
In the City Beach, Florcat Park and Wem-
bley areas, from August to July, 1947,-
which is only nine inonths-47 homes w~ere
completed. From July, 1947, to June, 1948,
102 homes were completed in the same area,
whichi is a satisfactory increase. In the
Scarborough area, which comes under the
Perth Road Board for the issue of permits,
77 permits were issued for the year 1946-47,
and for the year 1947-48, 129 permits were
issued, valued at £97,000. The reason why I
have shown the number of houses completed
in one area and only the numberof permits
issued in the other area is that the Perth
City Council figures show the number of
homes completed whereas the figures issued
by the Perth Road Board show only the
number of permits issued.

Tn the Mt. Hawthorn area, which is fairly
thickly populated, there arc very few vacant
blocks, but for the nine monthsg to the end
of 1947 there were only ten homes coml-
pleted. For the twelve months cnded June,
1948, for the same area, there were IS homes
completed, In the Floreat Park-Wembley
area the figures include only half-a-dozen
Commuon wealtLh-S ta te rental homes and there
has not been one such home completed in
the Scarborough area. In the Osborne Ward,
186 permits have been issued for this year
and the majority of them are for Cam man-
wealth-State rental homes. I have not been
supplied with the figures for the number of
homes completed last year in this ward, but
I do not think they will differ much from
the figures I gave for this year.

During the war period, and since the war
terminated, a number of committees have
been formed throughout the metropolitan
nrea for the establishment of kindergartens.
I consider kindergartens should be taken
over by the Government. 'My reason for this
statement is that one of the kindergart ens
recently formed has had a very difficult lob
to find a teacher. The position is that when
the kindergartens are built, there are in-
suifficient toachers to staff them. We cannot
expect to secure the services of teachers
at the prevailing rate of pay. In these days
young ladies will not undertake the work.
I give credit to the Kindergarten Union
and the teachers 'whlo are at present in
charge of the various schools run by that
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body, for the work that is being carried
out. They are doing a marvellous job,
and so are the parents of the children. I
claim that, in connection with the planning
of new schools, provision should be made
for the erection of kindergartens in asso-
ciation with infant schools, with clinics for
the study of children attached to them.
Certainly children of the kindergarten age
require special care. Xf effect were given
to what I suggest, all children would get
an equal opportunity to share in the advan-
tages. At present the kindergartens eater
for only a limited few.

We find that in one district 50 children
may be accommodated in the kindergarten,
while not far away is a school with betweem
300 and 400 children who at no stage were
able to gain admission to the kindergarten.
As I say, only a small percentage are able
to avail themselves of that opportunity. To
give members some idea of what it costs
to conduct a kindergarten, may I say I ani
very interested in one, the financial obliga-
tions associated with wvhich cost us £523
for the last financial year. The Government
made a grant of £200, which meant that
it actually cost us £323 for the 12 months.

Hon. A. H. Panton: How many children
have you in that kindergarten V

Mr. NflDVO: We have 50. 1 may add
that we received a bill from the Water
Supply Department for £11 10s.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do as I did with
ours-pay half and the department will let
you off the other half.

Mr. NIMMO: I am deeply concerned
about the condition of Lake Monger, about
which there has been quite a. lot of talk
from time to time. Two-thirds of the lake
are covered with water hyacinth. Accord-
ing- to the latest report I read in the Press,
the Perth City Council is expected to do
something about it in November. I shall
have quite a lot to say about it if that
does not prove to be correct. Under the
present set-up, the Perth City Council has
the necessary money to do the job required
there, but anything of that sort is held up
because the Perth Road Board is in con-
trol of one section of the lake and has
not the money to enable it to carry out
essential work there.

I intend to ascertain whether it is
worth while asking for the appoint-
ment of a Select. Committee to inquire

into the matter. Lake Monger could
be one of the beauty spots of Western Aus-
tralia. It is a marvellous sheet of water
and there should be nothing to prevent the
aquatic sports taking place there that were
conducted in past years. The trouble is
that -the hyacinth is covering the lake. A
Select Committee could inquire into the
position, particularly with reference to the
portion owned by the Perth Road Board,
which will not release its control of that
section of the lake and has not the money
required to do the job.

Mr. Marshall: What job do you want
done there?9 I understand the reclamation
of the shallow area is being proceeded with.

Mr, NIMMIAO: That is all on one side of
the lake.

Hon. A. H. Panton: On the Leedervilie
side.

Mr. NIMMO: Yes.
Mr. Marshall: What should be done?

Mr. NIMMO: Whet the Perth City Coun-
cil wants to do. It desires to erect a re-
taining wall right round the lake. The
council will not do so because it controls
only about 8O per cent. of the lake and the
Perth Road Board has no funds with which
to carry out its portion of the undertaking.
I mention that fact because we are faced
with a problem in the Osborne Ward where
there are somne Commonwealth-State rental
homes and the road board has not the
Money to enable it to build roads for the
convenience of the residents. Some of the
people there, such as those living in Joon-
danna Drive, have been informed that they
will not be provided with roads for at least
two years or perhfaps longer. I think we
should appoint a Select Committee to in-
quire into these matters and force those
concerned to take the necessary action.

Hon, A. H. Panton: it is said that Dog
Swvamp, was where the hyacinth trouble
originated.

Mr. NIMMO: Worse luck, that also is
in 'fly electorate! I cannot see the road
board doing anything there.

Hon. A. H. Panton: At any rate, that is
where the hyacinth trouble started.

Alr. NIMMO: Yes. Dealing with the
flood. water question, I have a problem at
Wembley. Last year some houses in Cam-
brrid~ge-street were adversely affected and
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at one the water was an inch above the Hon. A. H. Panton: That applies in
lawn for a period of three months. That
house was situated one block off Cambridge-
street. The Perth City Council has a pump
and three big sumps. I believe that some
time ago the council wanted to run the
water into Jolirnont Lake. If that could be
done, it would save us a lot of trouble.
Dealing next with the beaches in my elec-
torate, I have those at Scarborough, Wem-
bley and Graylands and also City Beach.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Under the redistribu-
tion of seats, the beaches are provided with
a new electorate.

Mr. NIMMO: In my opinion, the time
has*- arrived when the Government should
take control of the beaches and convert them
into national reserves. Those who patron-
ise the beaches largely come from outside
the district, and I guarantee that if a census
were taken at Scarborough on a hot day, it
would be found that 80 per cent. of the
people on the beach were not local residents.
Some time ago, a visitor, who had just com-
pleted a tour of the world, said to me, "You
have some of the finest beaches one could
wish to see, but they are a disgrace to West-
ern Australia." The amenities of our beaches
are not all that they should be, and it is
time that some Government department, such
as the Gardens Board, assumed control of
them all.

At North Beach we have been trying to
get a boat harbour, hoping that the fisher-
men of Fremantle would use it as an emer-
gency base. I understand that the fisher-
men of Fremantle were not keen on doing
so, but the people of North Beach and a
number of the yachting fraternity in my
electorate approached me and expressed the
opinion that it would be useful in that it
would provide a port for yachting on the
coast. I was in Hobart when the yachts
arrived on completion of the race from Syd-
ney, and it occurred to me that if we had
somewhere where we could keep our yachts,'it would be of great benefit to the sailing
men of this State.

There has been a good deal of discussion
about traffic accidents. During my trip to
Tasmania, I found that drivers adhered
strictly to the stop signs'on the major roads.
Before any vehicle may enter a major road,
the driver is required to pull up.

South Australia also.

Mr. NIMMO: Yes, but the regulation is
not so rigidly observed there as in Tas-
mania. In South Australia, I noticed that
if there was nobody in the vicinity of a
stop sign, drivers passed on, but if anyone
did that in Tasmania, he was prosecuted.
I do not think there is any State where
that law is so well observed as it is in Tas-
mania. In Victoria, if the police are about,
drivers do stop but, if not, they continue
on their way.

Mr. Marshall: The same thing applies in
this State. If the police are about the regu-
lation is observed.

Mr. NIMMO: Oae may see 12 cars crosq
Stirling-highway and only one out of the
12 will stop before entering the highway.

Mr. Marshal]: What happens if the police
are abouti

.Mr. NIMMO: Then the 12 observe the
regulation and stop. I wish now to refer
to the subject of tourist traffic. When I
called at one of the large hotels in Mel-
bourne, I looked for a newspaper from
Western Australia, but every State was rep-
resented except this one.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: Parliament House
is the only place in Victoria where you will
find a Western Australian newspaper.

Mr. NIMMO: The possibilities of the
tourist trade should be investigated. I am
referring now to means for attracting
tourists from the Eastern States. The
Tourist Bureau has buses making trips to
the South-West but if one made a check,
one would find that nearly all the patrons
are town people and very few are from the
Eastern States. It is time we made an
effort to secure some of the foreign capital
available from this source, just as Victoria,
South Australia, Queensland and Tasmania
do. We in this State seem to be lagging
badly, though we have scenery to offer
tourists as fine as has any State of the
Commonwealth.

Ron. A. H. Panton: Most visitors com-
plain about the hotel accommodation in
Western Australia.

1Mr. NIMMO: Then it is time that was
improved.* One other matter on which I
wish to touch is fishing. Just before last
session I was shown certain documents in
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confidence, and said I should like to refer
to them in Parliament, bat was promptly
asked to return them. I sought them again
this session, but unsuccessfully. Two or
three years ago, the ex-Navalinen's Associa-
tion devised a scheme, though it really
orginated with Mr. Frank Anderson and
Mr. Bill Talbot, following which four or
five others were drawn in. It was to be %
co-operative scheme, the idea being to estab-
lish two stations in each State right around
the coast to Brisbane and, for the purpose,
some of the sloops and trawlers were to be
used. These bases would be similar to those
used by trawlers in the Old Country. The
Commonwealth Government was approach-
ed but made no response and the proposal
dlied a natural death. If any member hap-
pens to be interested, I shall be pleased to
let him read a few paragraphs dealing with
the scheme.

MR. PERKINS (York) [5.47]: I wish
to take the opportunity that the debate on
the Address-in-reply affords to speak on the
wheat position. The production of wheat
bulks very large indeed in the economy of
our State. A considerable portion of the
State is directly dependent upon the pros-
perity of the wheat indqustry. This pros-
perity not only affects the men who produce
the grain but also many of our country
towns. If the wheatgrowers are doing well,
their prosperity is very quickly reflected in
the country areas and later extends to the
rest of the community. It is generally ac-
cepted that no industry reflects its pros-
perity or poverty more quickly throughout
the community generally than does the
wheat industry. It also affects industries
very remote from wheatgrowing-

Mr. May: We are all interested in it.

Mr. PERKINS :-and this applies to
wheat perhaps to a greater extent than to
most industries. Therefore I make no
apology for stressing the importance of
adopting proper conditions for the wheat in-
dustry so far as that is possible. I am afraid
that the public judges the prosperity of the
wheat industry largely by regarding only a
comparatively few individuals engaged in it.
If a limited number of wheat farmers are
getting new cars, if perhaps some of the
old farmers pass on and it is found that
their estates are valued for probate at per-
haps £10,000 each-although there may be
only six of such estates in a year-people

draw the conclusion that the whole industry
must be prosperous. I have heard those very
conclusions drawn in this House, where one
would at least expect a more thorough ex-
amination of the real position to be made.

I hope that members who are not directly
concerned in the wheat industry, when they
observe the prosperity of a comparatively
few farmers, will not be tempted to conclude
that all the people engaged in the industry
are very prosperous, and well able to con-
tribute whatever benefits the rest of the
community seek to obtain from them. I
would emphasise that point, because at pres-
ent a great many of our young es-Service-
men, besides other young people, are seek-
ing to establish themselves in the industry.
It is difficult enough to make headway in
any walk of life at present, owing to the
exceedingly high taxation. We must there-
fore be particularly careful not unduly to
handicap these. young people who arc seek-
ing to establish themselves in the industry.

I listened with great interest to what the
membaer for North-East Fremantle had to say
about the international wheat agreement. I
think all farmers studied very carefully
indeed whatever information was available
to them in regard to that agreement,
because it proposed to fix the international
price of wheat for a considerable time, at
]east five years. International monetary
affairs are such at present that any long-
period agreement, in fixed money terms, is
very dangerous. It is evident from the bits
and pieces of news we see reported in the
daily Press from time to time that serious
considerati-mn is being given to an alteration
of the exchange rate between Australia and
England. Members will have observed that
within the last few days the exchange rate
between New Zealand and England has been
altered from a discount of 25 per cent, to
par with sterling.

If these international agreements are fixed
in terms of sterling, then obviously by just
one such alteration of policy, the advantage
of the agreement to Australian farmers
cou'd be altered by 25 per cent. That would
have a material effect, from the growers'
point of view, upon any international
agreement. I also heard the member for
North-Elast Fremantle say that a price of
20s. per bushel to consumer countries in
Europe was an outrageous one, that is, in
terms of our currency. Well, it does sound
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very high, when judged by the returns we
have received for our wheat during recent
years. But members must not overlook the
fact that the prices which the consumers
in Europe have had to pay were very much
higher than the prices which the Australian
growers received, by reason of the policies
adopted by those European countries.

For instance, during the depression period,
at which time our growers were receiving as
low as 2s., and 2s. 6id, a bushel at ports in
Western Australia, the European producer,
so far as I can remember, received as their
lowest price about 6s. or 8s. a bushel. That
was done for various reasons of national
policy, largely the self-sufficiency policy
which many countries in Europe were forced
to adopt owing- to international complica-
tions. Though we as an exporting nation
were violently opposed to the policy of self-
sufficiency and would have liked to see the
consumers in those countries obtain wheat
at a much lower price, the fact remains that,
because of the conditions then existing, the
cost to the consumer in Europe was very
high indeed. In Germany, for example, I
think the producer received about 1s. per
bushel expressed in our currency, even at
the time of the depression. I believe some
prices were even higher, hut I have not
troubled to take out the exact figures as I
do not think they are material.

IMr. Reynolds.: The point is very material,
because the franc was 25.25 per pound before
the war, and at the time of which you speak
it jumped to nearly 600-

Mr. PERKINS: The fact is that the
cost to the consumer was much higher in
those countries than ours, owing to the
policies adopted by their own Governments.
Therefore, while present prices appear high
to us, they are not so outrageous as the
member for North-East Fremantle thinks
they are.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are trying to
prove that £1. per bushel is not an un-
conscionable price.

Mr. PERKINS: I say it is not so high,
when considered in relation to the other
prices I have mentioned, as the member for
'North-East Fremantle seems to think. f
quite agree that a price of £E1 per bushel is
high judged by our standards, and I think
it inevitable that there must be some scaling
clown in the future, If not, obviously it

will mean a major revolution in world econ-
omy. I do not know whether members have
paid sufficient attention to a small article
which was quoted by the member for Irwin-
Moore,

'Mr. Reynolds: It would be small!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order I

Mr. PERKINS: I intend to quote from
the article at greater length. It was written
by Sir John Boyd Orr, retired Di-rector-
General of the Food and Agricultural Organ-
isation of the 'United Nations, an entirely
independent body set up biy the United
Nations Organisation. I confess that when
I first read the article I could hardly credit
that things wvere as serious as he would have
us believe, but he is a man of undoubted
international repute who has been working
-with a body set up by the tTnited NationN,
Organisation and therefore I think we must
respect his views, almost alarming though
they be. I quota as follows:

There are 150,000,000 more people in the
world today than there were in 1OSB; during
the lifetime of our children it is estimated that
there will be 500,000,000 more, and if the world
health organisation succeeded in its work of
controlling preventarble disense that figure
might rise to 1,000,000,000. These teeming mil-
lions would demand more food and batter food.
Before the war two-thirds of the world popu-
lation suffered from something approaching
starvation, but standards of living bad risen;
in the 'United States alone fond consumption
-was up by 15 per cent, a, head. In Britain,
whbere the former poor were now richer and
thle old rich were poorer, the consumption of
protein had gone up by no less than 10 per
cent, and that of the main vitamins and
minerals by 2.5 to 50 11cr cent. While fool
consumption was rising fast in tho compara-
tively well-fed countries, the demand for food
among the previously badly fed 80 per cent.
of the peoples of the East and of Latin
AmericaL was going up still faster.

This increase of population and the demand
for food were no new things, hut in the past
they had been met by the exploitatioa of the
western and southern heniispheres. ''There are
now no new continents to be discovered, and in
the new continents there is no more virgin land
to be exploited,'' Sir John said. ''The con-
clusion of the 17 nations who considered the
matter from November, 1946, to March, 1947,
-was that in the next 25 years food production
would need to be doub~led to meect the justifi-
able demands of the weorid.

''The gravity of time situation is increased
by wasting fertiity due to the erosion of lands
we harve already exploited. It takes nature
300 to 1,000 years to build up one inch of fer-
tile soil; man by his wanton misuse is destroy-

600



[25 AUGUST, 1948.160

ing eight inches in two generations. This
destructive process is proceeding today at an
alarming rate. In the U.S.A., which has lost
half of its original forests, three trees are
being cut down for every two planted. About
one-quarter of the original crop and pasture
lands has already been ruined, and it is esti-
mated that three million tons of fertile top soil
are lost every year. The samne process is going
on to some extent in all continents.

"This rising tide of population and falling
reservoir of land fertility is the greatest threat
to our civilisation.")

,Now that is a very alarming statement for
aman of the standing of Sir John Boyd

Orr to make. In face of it, I think we
have to realise that whatever policies we
adopt they must be directed to producing
the maximum amount of food possible.
There is always the fear at the back of
producers' minds that the same sort of
situation many develop as developed in 1030.
That did incalculable damage. It resulted
in very poor living conditions indeed, and
for many of our producers it caused un-
told hardship. Members today see the
farmers who came through and weathered
the storm, but they forget about the people
who did not come through; and I can as-
sure theni, as one who has lived in the
igrieultural districts all his life, that a
great many did not come through. I do
not want to see those conditions recur.N

M~en have come to this State with £1-0,000
apnd lost the lot in a couple Of Years. I
know of a man who is working in this city
at present. He spent quite a number of
years shearing -through the North-West and
Queensland with his three brothers. They
put all their savings into -a property in the
Northern Midlands and lost the lot in two
rears. Since then, this man has been work-
ing in the city, but I understand that he
and his brothers are having a shot at f arm-
ing again but have once more struck ~a bad
year. For everyone who came through,
there are plenty of others who did not. In
the agricultural districts one does not find
any feeling of jealousy or a grudge, on the
part of those who fail to succeed, against
those who make good, because it is realised.
that in many eases what has been neces-
sanry has been just that little extra luck
that has led to affluence. I am afraid that
w~ork in our agricultural districts must al-
ways be something of a gamble, but any-
thing we can do to take as much of the
gamble out of it as possible should be done.

That is something for which growers gen-
erally are looking.

I do not know whether the member for
North-East Fremantle recalls the discus-
sion on the Estimates during the last ses-
sion in which he was Minister for Agricul-
ture. On that occasion I had something
to say about the approach on the inter-
national plane to this question of wheat
marketing and certain negotiations I sus-
pected the Commonwealth Government had
in train. From certain information that
was coming through, that looked to be a
pretty good guess. I referred to it as a
rumour, and the member for North-East
Fremnantle spoke of rumour being a lying
jade. I am afraid that rumour in that
particular instance was right on the mark
and our worst fears were realised.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- What were the fears?

Mr. PERKINS: The point I was making
was the contrast in the approach to the
marketing of wheat and the marketing of
our other primary products. The arrange-
ments which have been made for the mar-
keting of wool under the Joint Organisation
Plan-an agreement between the Austra-
lia Government and the British Govern-
ment-provide for a, reserve price. If any
-wool, at auction, does not reach that price,
the amount is paid by the Joint Organisa-
tion. But if the wool happens to bring in
a figuire ahove that reserve price; if the
buyers' agents from all over the world,
meeting in our auction rooms, are prepared
to pay any higher figure at all-it may he
twice the reserve price-the wool is sold
for that price and the grower gets the full
benefit without any dedutions-other than
a five per cent. levy, which, as a matter
of fact, has now been reduced to one per
cent. by the Commonwealth Government
for certain purposes into which I need not
go. The grower gets the full benefit with-
out any material deductions being made for
the purpose of subsidising anybody else.
Even the wool required by the Australian
manufacturers of cloth is sold at fall export
pait iy. The buyers for the Australian mills
hare to compete with those from the rest of'
the world, and the growers get the benefit
of the open competition.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin, That policy is not
likely to be continued.

-Mr. PERKINS: I do not know about
that.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have heard of it.

Mr. PERKINS: That policy has been
accepted by the Commonwealth Government,
and has been carried on in -recent years.

Mr. Reynolds: What a wonderful Com-
monwealth G overnment I

Mr. PERKINS: That may be. A some-
what similar policy applies to meat. There
have been certain regulations in regard to
price-fixing and so forth, but I do not wish
at this stage to start a discussion on price-
fixing. Prices generally had to follow the
international price of meat because other-
wise meat simply did not come on to the
Australian market with the result that the
consumers got none. So meat has largely
followed the trend of the world market.
Something the same has applied to butter,
but as I am not very conversant with hutter
I shall not discuss it. Both wool and meat
are produced in some degree by the same
people who produce wheat, and I desire to
contrast the treatment meted out to the pro-
ducers of wool and meat with that accorded
the wheatgrowers. When it comes to the
wheatgrowers, it is a horse of a different
colour.

If it. is de-sirable that the cost of flour,
which affects the price of the loaf, should
he kept clown to a certain figure in Aus-
tralia, I have no objection whatever, and
the wheatgrowcrs arc meeting that particu-
lar subsidy. That is a matter which the
wheaigrowers willingly agreed to in -193B
when the flour tax legislation was brought
down. It operated for the benefit of the
whcatgrowt'rs at that time, because the home
consumption price for flour was then higher
than the export value of wheat, and no
doubt at some time int the future it may
operate to the advantage of the growers
again. Since about 1943 when the export
parity of wheat rose above the home eon-
sumnption price fixed for flour, this agree-
mnent has operated against the wheatgrowers.
1, as a wheatgrower, and I think most others,
have no objection to accepting the lower
price, as long- as it is equal to the cost of
production of course, for wheat for home
consumptioa flour. But it is an entirely
different picture when it comes to the eon-
cessional sales for stock feed and various
other coneessional sales that have been made
at the direction of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Members will recall that a sale was made
to the New Zealand Government at the
rate of 5s. 9d. per bushel which was, at that
time, 4s. or bs. a bushel below export parity.
There was also ministerial interference with
a number it other export sales. In addition,
there was the policy adopted to provide for
stock feeders to obtain their wheat at the
same price as the grain supplied for home
consumption flour. During the depression
period-from 1930 to 1940-when the ex-
port prices were very low-down as far as
Is. 6d. and 1s. 7d. to the farmer and 2s.
and 2s. 6d. at Ports-the stock feeders never
offered to pay more than export parity for
their wheat. When the flour tax legislation
was brought in, it was expressly provided
that only wheat needed for flour for home
consumption would be sold at the higher
than export price of 5s, 2d. per bushel fLo.r.
Williamstown. The stock feeders continued
to buy thanir requirements at whatever the
world parity was. In 1939 it again dropped
down to the very low figure of 1s. 9dl. per
bushel to the farmer.

I have no objection to the stock feeders
getting their wheat at export parity, and
i never have had. But when export parity
goes up to a very h~igh figure it seems to me
unreasonable to expect the wheatgrowers to
subsidise the sales to the stock feeding in-
dUstry. Obviously this question of eonees-
sional prices to the stock feeder is one for
national responsibility and not that of the
wheatgrower. It is a responsibility which
Australian taxpayers as a whole, should
shoulder if it is necessary for the stock
feeders to have their wheat at low prices in
order to sell their product at lower prices
within Australia.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: What will happen to
the sto-k feeders under the State market-
ing plan?7

Mr. PERKINS: I have not got round to
that: f will come to it later. But I will say
this, that two wrongs do not make a right
in any circumstances.

Sitting suspciflded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

31r. PERKINS: Before tea I was speak-
ing of the international Wheat Agreement
and certain factors arising from it. Any
long-term international agreement-with
world conditions as they are--is extremely
dangerous and needs to be watched care-
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fully. It is necessary only to look at the
price we are paying for imports from
European countries, or from anywhere out-
side Australia, to realise that prices fixed
at present-day values are liable to sharp
alteration. To that extent such agreements
need careful scrutiny. The question of
marketing is much discussed at the mo-
ment, and it may be necessary to take
action in this House in regard to the mat-
ter. Perhaps we could have some prior dis-
cussion on the question to give members the
opportunity of thinking it over and formnu-
lating their views. The Farmers' Union is
discussing the position at a special confer-
ees and will, I have no doubt, come to cer-
tain conclusions. As a member of that
union, I am prepared to accept its deci-
sions-whatever they are-with regard to
Western Australia, and I think most mem-
bers in this House wvill be ready to imple-
ment them.

Mr. Reynolds: Do you favour State
marketiugi

Mr. PERKINS: I will say something
about both proposals in a moment. That
is a matter that the growers will be given
a chance to decide when the facts are placed
before them.

The Acting Premier: And when all the
fancies are placed before them, also.

Mr. PERKINS: I have heard it said that
perhaps it would be best if we left market-
ing alone altogether and went back to the
pre-war position of free marketing. Even
if a majority of the growers were in favour
of that course it would still be impossible
because free marketing, as we knew it be-
fore the war, pre-supposed a multiplicity of
sellers and of buyers and also a free grai n
exchange. I understand that the Liverpool
Grain Exchange is not now operating at all
and that the Winnipeg and Chicago Ex-
changes are operating to a limited degree
only, because of the international restric-
tions on exchange, and so on, and other
complications with which members are no
doubt conversant.

I do not know whether members are
aware how the private buyer of wheat op-
erated before the war. The system then
was that if a buyer was offering 3s. 6d. per
bushel here, as soon as he made a purchase
he covered himself on one of the interna-
tional grain exchanges-preferably the
Liverpool Exchange-because obviously no

wvheat merchant, no matter how large his
operations might be, would be capable of
financing operations on the scale involved
in the marketing of the wheat crop, not
only of Australia, but of any other country
where the merchants operated. The fact
that the international exchanges are not
open to buyers makes it impossible to re-
turn to that system. An even more cogent
reason is that in Great Britain at present
there is practically only one buyer of wheat.
The British Government has set up a na-
tional body to handle the whole of its
wheat requirements. It would therefore be
stupid for a multiplicity of sellers here to
attempt to deal with a single buyer in Bri-
tain, which is the largest consumer market
for the grain that passes internationally.
The same argument applies--to a greater
or lesser extent-to many other consuming
countries in the world.

We must accept the position that, no
matter what our views on wheat marketing
might be, it is necessary, in order to meet
the present situation, to have some form of
Governmental marketing to handle the
Austrlian wheat crop. That is the point
that has been reached in deciding what we
are to do with the current wheat harvest.
The growers in this and the other States
of the Commonwealth are being given the
opportunity to decide by ballot what they
want and whether a Commonwealth or
State marketing scheme should be agreed
to. From a great many poits of view I
think it is desirable that the marketing
should be on a Commonwealth-wide basis.
It is undesirable to have discrimination and
variations -between the States in that re-
gardl. A C ommonwealth scheme mast be
proposed and agreed to by the Common-
wealth Government. Negotiations have
been in progress for a considerable time
between the accredited wheatgrowers' body,
the Australian Wheatgrowers' Federation
and the Commonwealth Government.

Many of the difficulties have been
ironed out, hut two major problems re-
main. One is interference by the Common-
wealth Minister for Comrnere-or the
Comamonwealth Government, for which he
is acting-in the affairs of the Australian
Wheat Board, the marketing body, by
direction as to where and at what price
both internal and external sales shall be
made. This is an important question from
the growers' poifit of view. Then there is
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the moatter of concessional sales of stock
feed. Probably 99 per cent. of the wheat-
growers are opposed to the concessions in-
volved in the concessional sales of stock
feed that are being met by the wheatgrow-
ing industry. As I was saying before tea,
the opinion held by the wheatg-rowcrs is that
it is a matter of national policy and should
be met by the people of Australia as a
whole and not by the wheatgrowers alone.
The growers as a body have no wish to
cause difficulties -for brother producers in
the stoekfeeding industry, and I think the
last thing any responsible wheatgrower
would want to do would be to drive wedges
between the producers of primary commodi-
ties. The policy has been adopted by wheat-
growers generally that concessional sales
should be met by the people of the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Reynolds: Would not the cost index
take that up?7

Mr. PERKINS: No!

Mr, Reynolds: It would,

Mr. PERKINS: No. The point involved
in the coacessional. sales has been contentious,
and as a compromise-not because the wheat-
growers as a body have abandoned the prin-
ciple of such sales being met by the people
as a whole-and in order to meet the posi-
tion to some degree, the Australian Wheat-
growers' Feaeration has agreed that the
amount to be sold at concessional prices for
stock feed should be limited to 15 per cent.
of the amount exported in any one year.
Unfortunately, it has not been possible to
reach an agreement with the Commonwealth
Government on that point. The Common-
wealth marketing scheme is contentious to
the degree, that the proposal does not pro-
vide for the policy as set out by the Ans-
tralian Wheatgrowers' Federation.

I consider that neither the Commonwealth
scheme nor the State scheme, as has been
proposed, meets fully the wishes of the
wheatgrowers. I have discussed the matter
with various growers and they have stated
that the only way properly to express their
opinion at the coming ballot is to vote "No"
to both proposals. They say that because
they do not entirely agree with either scheme.

Mr. Re-ynolds: I thought you said two
wrongs did not make a right.

Mr. PERKINS: I will have something
to say about that in a moment, It is obvious
that the difficulties involved in the Cornmon-
wealth scheme apply to a greater or lesser
extent to the State scheme. Under a State
wheat marketing scheme some provision will
have to be made to meet the needs of the
stock feeders. These people have legitimately
built up an enterprise and it is impos4sible
to put themn out of business. If provision
is made in a State scheme for conessional
sales to stock feeders, as well as for flour
for home consumption, the amount exported
in normal years will be very much greater
in proportion to -the amount used within
the State than the total Australian export,
in prolportion to consumption within Aus-
tralia. The fact remains that the principle
of concessional sales at wheatgrowers' ex-
pense is a hnd one and the principle is no
better when applied by a State Government
than when it is applied by a Commonwealth
Government,

Mr. Reynolds; Very nicely put.

M1r. PERKINS: And to that extent it
does offend against the principle. There is
also the difficulty in regard to a State scheme
that the fluctuations in returns would be
even greater than when spread over the
whole of the Commaonwealth. Ohviously, in
a poor year the amount used for stock feed
and flour for home consumption in We -tern
Australia would be a much bigger percentage
of the total crop than in a year when the
total local production was much higher and
therefore net prices to growers would fluc-
tuate proportionately. Those difficulties
must be faced by the wheatgrowers as a
'whole, and it is a matter for decision at
the ballot as to what they are going to do
about it.

Mr. Reynolds: Very involved! It haa got
you tied up.

Mr. PERKINS: I am afraid the question
of concessional. sales for stock feed is diffi-
cult to resolve. However we tackle the
matter, it cannot be worked out in a momient.
Until there is a change of heart on the part
of the Commonwealth Government and until
it recognises its responsibilities in regard
to concessional1 sales for stock feed, I think,
whatever marketing, scheme is adopted, it
will find severe criticism among the wheat-
growers.
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It has been suggested by spokesmen for
the Commonwealth scheme that if a period
of lower price occurs for the wheat industry,
the wheatgrowers will be very pleased that
they have a market with the stock feeders
and for home consumption. This is an
absolute illusion because it must be obvious
to the House that if the price for export
wheat falls below the price fixed for home
consumption and consumption by stock
feeders, the people who produce pigs and
poultry in other countries of the world wviII
he placed at an advantage as against the
same people in Australia. If the price for
home consumption grain within Australia
is fixed at 6s. 3d. per bushel, the presump-
tion is that stock feeders will have to pay
that figure; and if the value of export wheat
drops to 3s. a bushel, it will mean that people
producing pigs and poultry in other parts
of the wvorld will he able to get their wheat
for 3s. per bushel as against 6is, 3d. per
bushel charged in Australia. That would be
putting the pig and poultry producers hcre
in an absolutely impossible position and
would force them out of business. It is
inevitable that the producers of pigs and
poultry in Australia will make a demand to
get their grain in periods of surplus. produc-
tion at the same price as producers can buy
it oversea.

Tf that were not the position, -the stock
feeders would be forced out of business. I
have .-mentioned the dilfienlties regarding
the Commonwealth and State schemes. We
must face up to that *position on which-
ever side of the House We sit. I believe
we are all interested in seeing a proper
system established for the marketing of
the grain. I understand that the executive
of the Farmers' Union carried a resolution
must face up to that position on which-
at a recent meeting to the effect that a
third question should he put on the ballot
paper, reading: That the Australian Wheat
Board be continued for one further year.
Personally, I am in favour of that. I have
had some discussions with the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture and I do not know
that he views it in a favourable light.

Mr. Reynolds: Tell us the advantage.

Mr. PERKINS: There are many at-
tached to it from the growers' point of
view. In the first place, seeing -that neither
the Commonwealth nor the State scheme

entirely meets the wishes of the growers,
if they vote '!Yes"' to either, it wvill mean
that they will agree to something that is
niot quite what they want. Surely, by
means of further discussions, it might be
posa:-ble to get a bit closer to what they
desire. By continuing the functions of the
Austral ian Whea t Board for a further year,
during the interval between now and the
time when preparations have to be made
for handling the nest harvest, it would be
possible to go further into the matter. An
even more cogent point is that, supposing
the Commonwealth plan as proposed by Mr.
Pollard is accepted, beeau~e nothing better
is presented-

Mr. Reynolds: It is not proposed by Mr.
Pollard but by the A.W.F.

Mr. PERKINS: I prefer to put it "as
proposed by Mr. Pollard." Supposing that
scheme is acceptable, it means that the
growers will agree to marketing proposals
that will operate for longer than the life
of the current Commonwealth Parliament
and, of the succeeding Commonwealth Par-
liamoent, which does niot seem to be a satis-
fac tory position from the growers' point
of view. If the Australian Wheat Board
we:.-c to carry on for a further year, we
mus~t remember that in 1949 thu Federal
elections will he held and that will give all
parties an opportunity to decide upon their
respective policies regarding this matter.
That will mean that by the time something
had to -be done about the marketing of the
next crop, it will have been necessary for
each of the Federal political parties who
wvill go before the people to state clearly
to the whcatg-rowers what they were pre-
pared to do. From the ivheatgrowers' point
of view, I believe that would be infinitely
preferable to agreeing to the Common-
wealth scheme at present proposed, which
means that the growers would be commit-
ted to that arrangement for the life of the
present and -the nest Commonwealth Par-
liament. Even assumning there will be a
change in the Common-wealth Parliament-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley:- You have great
faith in the Opposition block.

Mr. PERKINS: It is something that
soime of us expect. At any rate, assuming
that there will be a change in the Common-
wealth Government, the wheatgrowers wvould
still be at a disadvantage because they had
agreed to a scheme that continued to
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operate during the life of the next Parlia-
ment. It would not be eacumbent upon the
next Commonwealth Government, even
though it might be one of a different political
complexion from that of the present Com-
monwealth Government, to alter the plan
immediately although I am hopeful that
with the change of Government a scheme
might be advanced that would more ade-
quately comply with the growers' wishes.

The last point I shall make regarding
wheat matters and the forthcoming ballot, is
that I am somewhat afraid that if the grow-
ers, under duress because they are unable to
secure the exact conditions in the market-
ing scheme that they desire, decide to vote
in favour of the Commonwealth scheme at
the forthcoming ballot, the Commonwealth
Government will imagine that such v: vote
is an indication that the growers are en-
tirely satisfied with the Federal marketing
scheme as proposed by Mr. Pollard on
behalf of the Government. That will not be
so. The position is so confused at the
moment that it is difficult to say what will
be the -result of the ballot. There are so
many issues that affect the matter of wheat
marketing that the result is hard to fore-
tell.

Mr. Reynolds: You know definitely that
it will be a "Yes" vote.

Mr. PERKINS: We can have our own
opinions about that. IUnfortumatly, the
wheatgrowers are in a dilemma, seeing that
neither of the proposals placed before them
entirely meets with their approval. I do
not desire to go into the whole of the pros
and cons, for that is for the wheatgrowera
themselves to consider. The whole subject
.has been discussed at many branch meet-
ings, and growers are taking a great inter-
est in it. The question is not nearly so
simple as somne members, including the
member for Forrest, might imagine. I
beard that hon. member read in the House
the other night a list of branches that, he
stated, favoured the Commonwealth scheme.
Among those mentioned was the Bruce
Roo-k branch, of which I happen to be a
member. The trouble was that he read
only part of the resolution.

Mr. Reynolds: I would not be guilty of
doing anything like that!

Mr. PERKINS: I have heard hardly any
grower express preference for other than a
Commonwealth scheme provided it complied

with the A.W.F. conditions. The State scheme
has been prepared because a satisfactory
Commonwealth scheme can not be obtained.
'What the member for Forrest did not tell the
House was that at the meeting when the
subject was discussed, a further portion of
the resolution ttted that the meeting was
entirely opposed to any concessional sales
of wheat for stock food.

Mr. Reynolds: That is quite right.

Mr. PERKINS: That does not fit in
with the scheme as proposed by the Com-
monwealth Minister for Commerce. The
position is very involved and it is one that
the growers will have to sort out as beat
they can when the forthcoming ballot is
held. Personally, I would like to see a
third question placed on the ballot paper
with the object of enabling the Australian
Wheat Board to carry on for a further year,
thereby providing more breathing space to
enable the position to be clarified a little
more, and, if possible, to secure a more
satisfactory Commonwealth marketing
scheme. However, whatever is done, I am
quite certain that, should there be an af-
firmative voe in favour of the Common-
wealth scheme, it will not he so recorded
because the growers are by any means
satisfied-

Mr. Reynolds: Do not apologise!
Mr. PERKINS :-with the scheme pro-

posed by Mr. Pollard.
Mir. Reynolds: Do not make excuses.

Mr PERKHINS: Amongst other matters I
desire to mention is the difficulty being ex-
perienced by many country hospitals admin-
istered by committees. Almost all the rural
committee hospitals with which I have made
contact are in greater or less financial
trouble. There are reasons for this, the
main one, so far as I can gather, being the
falling off ini revenue due to the number of
free patients being treated and the inade-
quate return they receive for such patients
under the Federal scheme, To discriminate
between one person and another is very
difficult. Patients arrive at the hospital and
one goes into one room and another into
another room, largely as a matter of con-
venience from the standpoint of hospital
administration, and it is difficult to do other-
wise when the hospital has a limited number
of wards. The result is that the deficits
in the funds are becoming bigger and bigger.
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The Health Department, to its credit, has
met the deficits that have been occurring.

Hlon. A. H. Panton: The hospitals are to
receive another 2s. per patient per day.

Mr. PERKINS: A small increase is con-
templated, but I am afraid that it will not
he nearly sufficient, bearing in mind the way
in which costs of treatment are rising, and
I foresee more trouble for these hospitals in
the future. I have discussed this matter
with hospital committees and I consider it
necessary that we should take stock of the
position. Obviously, the matter is not a
simple one to deal with. I believe that, iii
the long run, it will be necessary for the
Commonwealth to stand up to the obliga-
tions entailed in free hospital treatment far
better than it has done in the ])ast. We
have knowledge of the recent experiments
in free medicine, which do not seem to be
working out very satisfactorily. If one-half
of the money that the Commonwealth is
prepared to spend on free medicine were
car-marked to better the hospital services,
I am satisfied that it would go a long way
further towards improving the health of the
people.

Many o-f the members of the staff and
management of country hospitals in parti-
cular are working under great difficulties
and I sometimes wonder how these hospitals
manage to retain a staff at all. it speaks
well for the members of the staff that they
are prepared to carry on under such handi-
caps. I have a feeling that there is a
tendency-though this has not been stated
on the part of officers of the Health De-
partment and prominent members of the
medical profession in Perth to further the
regional hospital scheme. This scheme may
be satisfactory up to a point-

Hon. A. H. Panton: They have done
nothing about it.

Mr. PERKINS :-but we should not run
away with thec idea that it wvill be possible
to place all the up-to-date equipment in a
few regional hospitals and leave the rest to
function with the absolute minimum. Muich
heart-burning exists over the lack of equip-
mevat in small country hospitals, and I be-
lieve it will be necessary to prescribe a
certain minimum of up-to-date specialist
equipment in those hospitals if we are going
to maintain a decent medical service in small

country towns. We cainot expect to retain
the services of. first-class doctors in small
country towns unless adequate hospital
facilities are available to them. I hope that
members will watch the position carefully
and see that no policy is adopted that is
likely to result in the most up-to-date
equipment being provided for large regional
hospitals while partly out-of-date equip-
ment is supplied to the smaller hospitals,
us I fear will be the case unless great
vigilance is exercised.

Another requirement is the need for ex-
tending the ambulance service generally. A
limited number of ambulances are operating
in country districts and they are doing ex-
cellent work. I hope it will he found pos-
sible to extend this service greatly. There
is hrdly likely to be any argument on that
point.I

Finially, T wish to offer a few remarks on
country water supplies. The season so far
has been such that during the approaching
summer great difficulty wilt be experienced
in the drier areas of the State. In the east-
ern* portion of my electorate and in the
districts running south from Bruce Rock,
Narrenibeen, Corrigin and Kondinin, the
difficulty is already apparent, and it is obvi-
ous that restrictions will have to be imposed
in the towns before the summer has fairly
started. I impress upon the Government
the urgent reed for proceeding as quickly
as possible with the comprehensive scheme
designed to serve that part of the State.
This is a highly productive area and the re-
curring wvater shortages cause great hard-
ships in the towns, make living conditions
such as to offer little incentive for p~eople
to stay there if it is at all possible for them
to get away, and cause great economic loss
in the farming areas. The only real solu-
tion is to extend the Goldfields water scheme
through that area, as has been planned by
the Public Works Department. I therefore
.stress the great urgency of getting the first
section of the comprehensive scheme under
way as sooni as possible and extending it as
rapi~ly as possible.

Members are doubtless aware that a nina-
her (if blocks have recently been purchased
in ttat area under the Soldier Settlement
Scheme. The whole of Hedges's estate at
Koolberrin--over 20,000 acres-has been
purchased and settlers have already been
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placed on it, although the water supplies
are entirely inadequate to their needs. I
understand arrangements are under way at
the moment to excavate dams so as to tide
over the immediate urgency of the position.
Personally, I c onsider the excavation of
dams is largely a waste of money in that
area. In years of low rainfall they will not
fill and it will be necessary to cart water
for long distances. In years of high rain-
fall probably the existing catchment and
supplies will be adequate. Now that the
settlers have been placed on their farms,
however, something must be done for them
and, in my opinion, at least a certaitn
amount of work should be carried out to
tide them over their present difficulty.

The Government should press on with the
proposed extension south of Merredin, in
order to serve the area as rapidly as pos-
sible, even if only a portion of the pipe-
line is laid, some 20 mniles south of Merre-
din, to serve the town of Bruce Rock and]
link up with the darn at Wadderin, as is
proposed at present. Thbat would alleviate
the position to some extent, because the head
of the pipe-line would then be within cart-
ing distance of the Koolberrin estate. But
experience in previous summers has indi-
cated that, if there is a severe shortage of
water, it is necessary to cart very long dis-
tances iii order to supply that area. In an
exceptionally severe summer it may even
be necessary to cart water by rail from 11cr-
redin and supply the area with water carted
bv road. The Mfinister for Railways has
enough worries on his bands without having
to make provision for the haulage of water,
if it can possibly be avoided. Therefore, I
urge the Government to proceed with that
proposed work as soon as it is physically
ponssible to do so.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbora) [8.13]: I in-
tend to make some comments on matters of
first importance as far as the political life
of the- State is concerned. I shall also
reply to certain statements which have
been made by at least one member. It is
usual for a private member -to take the
opportunity of the Addlress-in-reply de-
hate to bring before the Government mat-
ters nfferting his district, but I do not pro-
posqe to adopt that policy on this occasion,
as I believe that objective can be achieved

by personal communication with the Mini-
ister concerned or by asking appropriate
questions in the House concerning the
member's district. First, I give the lie
direct to a statement made by the member
for Middle Swan a few nights ago, when
he accused many members on this side of
the House of being either Communists or
closely allied to Communists. I shall not
traverse in detail the Communist ideology
or Fascist ideology, but I propose to prove
in a very few words how unfounded is his
u nwarran te d assertioni so far as I and other
members on this aide of the House are con-
cerned.

I have been a mnemnber of the Australian
Workers' Union for over 30 yearis, I have
a succession of A.W.,U. tickets of which I
am extremely proud, just as proud as is my
colleague and friend, Hon. A. H. Panton,
whose position I recently took over, that
of State President of the Australian
WVorkers' Union. I shall quote the appro-
priate rule, which I was largely instru-
mental in having inserted in the constitu-
tion of our union, and then leave it to
members to judge wvhether T am a Corn-
nmunist or have got into a Communist cor-
ner. Rule 42 of the Australian Workers'
Tjnion reads;-

No person ' hall be eligible to ho a candidate
for any office in the 'Union if, in the opinion
of the Executive Council, there is reasonable
ground for believing that (a) within twelve
months prior to the doate of his nomination he,
w-.s a member of any body of persons, in-
corporated or unincorporated, which by its
constitution or propaganda or otherwise ad-
vacates or encourages the overthrow by force
or violence of the established government of
the Commonwealth or of a State o)r of ny other
civilised country or of organised government
or (b) he himself advocates or encourages, or
has, within twelve mionths prior to the date
of his nomination, advocated or encouraged
the overthrow by force or Violence of the
established government of the Commonwealth
or of a State or of any other eirilised. country
or of organised government.

That rule has been in force for quite a long
time.

Mr. Grayden: Why do they not abide by
it?

Mr. HEGNEY: The rule has been regis-
tered under the Commonwealth Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act. I also propose
to read for the beneft of members an ex-
tract from the presidential address which
I submitted to a recent branch executive
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meeting of the Australian Workers' Union.
This is it-

It is pleasing to note that a number of other
unions are following thle lend giren by the
A.W.U. in excluding fromt office inl thle Union
any member of the Communist Party. Years
ago, our organilsation, realising that Com-
munism was pledged to red-ant the Union as a
prelude to destroying the Labour Movement,
as we know it, decided that no known Corn.
munist could continue to told office in the
organisation. Experience has amply demon-
strated the wisdom of our Union's attitude
towards this foreign ideology, which is one
of uncompromising hostility. The Australian
Workers' Union for more than half-a-century
has played no mean part in the moulding of
Australian democracy, and we must oppose any
party which aims at setting up a dictatorship
in our midst. The truths to be learned from
economic history are that without united effort
the workers wvill gain very little and that with-
out political power they may lose much that
they have gained.

The Labour Movement, of which the A.W.U.
is a prominent part, represents the striving 0!

the workers to reach a higher standard of liv-
ing and economic security. Our activities are
a continuation of that effort to satisfy
liumanity's yearning for a fuller and better
life.

There is' no equivocation either about the
rules of the A.W.U. or the extract which
I have just read. I have been an executive
officer of the Australian Labour Party for
some 17 years; and it is eneusubent on
every delegate to the State executive of
the party, and on every delegate to the bi-
ennial or triennial congress of the Labour
Party and on every delegate to a district
council of the A.L.P., to sign a pledge
that he or she is not a member of any other
party, including the Communist party, and
it is understood that the Fascist party is
also included. That provision is embodied
in the rules of the Australian Labour
Party. I would like to clarify a point that
our friend from Middle Swan tried to make,
but ignominiously failed to make.

Mr. Grayden: What I said was substan-
tiated, as you know.

Mr. HEGNEY: The point lie tried to
make was that the Eureka Youth League
was part of the Labour Party. The Eureka
Youth League is not recognised by the Lab-
our Party. It -was refused admission to
march in the Labour Day procession. Re-
ferenee was also made to the University
Labour Club. That club has been disbanded.

Mr. Grayden: It was not disbanded at
that time.

Mr. HEGNEY; There is an A.L.P. braneh
at the University under the jurisdiction of
the Australian Labour Party. I have made
that explanation, not by way of apology
but to let members know the position. I
think that most members opposite with rea-
soning propensities realise the absolute
futility and hopelessness of the ease put
uip by the member for Middle Swan.

Mr. Grayden: Pamphlets were issued
jointly hy the Eureka League and your
party.

Mr. HEGNEY: I come now to the matter
of the Tasmanian elections, and that opens
up a ield of discussion which to -my way of
thinking is very important to the people
of the Comnmonwvealth. It is not my inten-
tion to traverse the constitutions of the
various States, but to take a little time to
read ant extract from a sub-leader of "The
West Australian" of -the 23rd August.
This sub-leader is most amusing, though
most amazingl. It deals with the Tas-
manian poll and amongst other things
says-

Tasmanian Labour has been decrying as
"udmcrtc the action of tile Tasmanian
Legislative Council in refusing supply. That
argument is hardly tenable. Obviously the
Legislative Council misjudged the temper of
the Tasmanian electors to some extent, but
it gave thme electors an opportunity to say
w'hat they though~t, which is scarcely to be
stigmatised as undemocratic. It has to be
admitted that when an Upper Chamber acts
as the Tasmanian Legislative Council acted it
runs a risk. Now that house is faced with
the prospect, if Labour succeeds, of a strong
effort to liberalise its franchise and to end
its powver over money Bills.

Without the shadow of a doubt, anyone
who knows anything of the Constitutioql
of the Tasmanian Parliament, or this Par-
liament, or some of the other State Parlia-
ments wvill recognise that the action of the
Tasmanian Legislative Council-that Upper
House which is as much a party House as
the Legislative Council of this State and
as truch a party House as this Chamber-
will recognise that the action of the Tas-
manian Legislative Council indicates, which-
ever wvay one looks at it, and no matter
hlow "The West Australian" or any inidividual
or organisaition tries to camouflage the posi-
tion, that there is a minority dictatorship
in Tasmania; and that minority dictator-
ship in the form of the Legislative Council
forced the Cosgrove Labour Government to
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the country. But the Tasmanian Legisla-
tive Council did not dissolve itself. It did
not go to die country, but just sent the
Legislative Assembly to the country.
Now, despite all the propaganda that was
levelled against the Tasmanian Labour
Government; despite all the money spent
and the organisers who were sent to Tas-
mania; despite the innuendoes and mis-
representation; despite the efforts made to
prove Mr. Cosgrove a criminal-and he was
declared a free man in the Courts of Law-
despite all these things Tasmanian Labour
is able to form another Government to-
morrow. So much for the efforts of the
Legislative Council!

Let us see what Mr. Cosgrove had to
say. And before anyone interjects to ask
me what paper I am reading from, let me
mention that this extract is from the official
organ of the Australian Labour Party
"The Westralian Worker.'' The headings
are as follows :-" Tassie Liberals Spending
Freely. £C10,000 a Year on Radio: £150
a W~eek on Spruikers."1 The article
reads-

In a recent Press statement, the Premier
of Tasmania (Mr. Cosgrove) made it clear
that the Liberals in the island State have
plenty of money to throw about at the ap-
proaching election. He said:

"'The campaign to oust Labour from the
Tasmanian Treasury Benches has gathered
momentum in recent months. Lately a survey
hag been handed to me showing the number
of sponsored radio sessions controlled by the
Liberal Party and its subsidiary organisations
in this tate at the present time. it might
interest You to know that the Tories are spend-
ing about £10,000 a year on radio propaganda
sicne.

''In addition, the Liberals are busily import-
ing officers whose task they state is to teach
Tasmanians polities. The cost of these hired
experts and other officers is in the vicinity of
£150 a week. Where do you think this money
is coming from, and why do you think it is
being spent? The answer, of course, is that
it is being provided by big business solely
to bring about a change of Government ini
Tosmania.''

Buht the Labour Premier is not dismayed by
this display of money power; hea iveat on to
say:

''Labour has governed well during the 14
u-ers it has been in office, and it has always
enjoyved the confidence and trust of the people.
Wc will not falter in' the fight to defeat the
force, of reaction; wve will marshal our
strengl, andl T am confident that we will
triumph. 2

And he did triumph. He is the leader of a
great party and notwithstanding all the

forces arrayed against the Labour Party in
Tasmania, it was able to win the day. We
will see how far the Tasmanian Legislative
Council will go in the direction of inter-
preting the wishes of the people of Tas-
mania! We will see whether, if the Labour
Government introduces a Bill to liberalise
and widen the franchise for the Tasmanian
Legislative Counc-il, that Council will re-
ceive the Bill with open arms or treat it in
a similar way to that in which like mea-
sures have been treated by the Legislative
Council here when the Labour Government
has endeavoured to bring about adult fran-
chise for that Chamber.

The time has arrived when a very defi-
nite protest should be made to the Common-
wealth Government and, through the Com-
monwealth Government, to the British House
of Commons for the purpose of radically
altering the Constitutions of the different
States to bring them at least into line with
Great Britain where the right of veto by
the House of Lords of measures introduced
in the House of Commons was wiped out
37 years ago. While I am in this Parlia-
ment-and even when I am out of it-as
long as I am able to raise a protest against
the injustice of our Parliamentary institu-
tion, I shall do so.

Now we come to the matter of the com-
posite Government and I consider thi oif
vital importance to the people of Western
Australia. I am referring to the coalition
of what used t@ be known as the Country
Party though it is now called the Country
and Democratic League, with the Liberal
Party. I am rather interested to know why
there is not a complete amalgamation. I
have here a report by the President of the
State branch of the Liberal Party. This is
from "The West Australian" of the 13th
July. in this report, in which, incidentally,
lie trenchantly criticised the Mjinister for
Railways on his transport policy, he makes
reference to amalgamation between the two
parties. The heading of the newspaper re-
port is "Joint Council Not Favoured." It
reads-

After a debate which lasted all yesiterdlay
,afternoon the State Council of the TLiheral
Party derided not to accept in their present
form the proposals of the Country and Demo-
eratic League for a joint political council of
the two bodies. The council agreed to the
following motion-
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I do not know whether membrs of the
Country and Democratic League have read
this, but it is of interest to them-

This council affirms its belief that only com-
plete amalgamation between the Liberal Party
and the C.D.L. can successfully achieve the
objects of the putblished policies common to
both parties. While not able to accept the
proposals of the C.D.L. in their present form
the council, in an effort to bring about closer
relations between the two parties, instructs
the State executive to appoint a committee to
consider ways and means to achieve this object.

It is evident that the Country and Demo-
cratic League must have some cogent reason
for not completely amalgamating with or, in
other words, not being swallowed by the
Liberal Party. I wonder what it is. The
two leaders--as obtains in the Federal
sphere with Mr. Fadden and Mr. Menzies,
te whom I shall refer later, although I be-
lieve there is more unanimity between the
leader of the Country and Democratic

League and the leader of the Liberal Party
in this State than there is federally-are
reported in "The West Australian" of the
3rd February, 1947, as follows:-

The Lender of the Country and Democrntic
League (Mr. Watts) and the Leader of the
Liberal Party (Xr. Mebarty) said yesterday
that the two parties would present a united
f rant at the forthcoming elections.

The policies of the two parties would have
the same objectives, they said, and if the
elections resulted in the defeat of the Labouir
Government the people of the State would be
assured of a composite Government of the two
parties with a comprehensive and progressive
programme of legislation and development in
which both parties would be in complete agree-
ment.

If both their objectives are the same, why
are their names different, and why have a
multiplicity of organisations? If the Gov-
ernment consists of 24 or 27 members, all
opposed to Labour, why is there notL iai-
ganiationt. I would be pleased to know the
answer. There must be something very im-
portent which prevents this amalgamation
to which I refer, because in "The West
Australian" of the 8th July, 1947, the gen-
eral president of the Country and Demo-
cratic League, Mr. Milford D. Smith, is re-
ported to have referred in his annual re-
port to the proposed merger with the Lib-
eral Party as under-

He said tha-t in the early part of his term
hie had helieved that a merger was a practical
proposition, After four years, however, he had
been forced to the conclusion that the majority
of the league members did not desire a merger

and that no good purpose would be served by
sinkiag the identity of the league.

I say quite candidly that as the years go by
the people are wakening to the fact that
the Country and Democratic League is be-
coming more and more a mere appendage or
cog in the wheel of Liberalism. Somne mem-
bers of the Country and Democratic League
realise that. Not long ago, speaking from
memory, the constitution of the C.DL. was, I
think, varied to provide that in no circum-
stances would it coalesce with any other orga-
nisation. If members cast their minds back to
the time wvhen the Country Party was first
formed, thay will recall that one of the
reasons for its creation was that its members
were dominated by city interests, and
they considered the time had arrived when
the country section should cut the painter
and fern, the Country Party. I think it
was in 1930 that the combined forces op-
posed to Labour obtained a majority andl
decided to coalesce.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- They fell from grace.
Mr. HEGN7EY: Yes, and they may again.

I suppose we may, as time goes on, If the
Country and Democratic League is a
separate entity, why has it the same objec-
tive and policy as the Liberal Party? I have
no (to Lbt that the - farming community,
primary producers and Country people
generally are beginning to waken to the fact
that the Coun:try and Democratic League is
just being dragged at the heels of the
Liberal Party. When I speak of the Liberal
Party in these terms, members know I am
not speakinig in a personal sense, but of the
party as constituted of commercial interests,
and they are very strong.

Mr. Grayden: That is in your opinion,
which does not count for much.

M7. HEGNEY: They are strong enough
to over-ride the other Party. Here is
an extract from the leading article of
"The News Review" uinder date 19th July
last--

Tlhe Liberal Party therefore being a se~nior
partner, should he entitled to the balance of
power or authority so far as ovrall policy is
concerned. In any case, the fundamental prin-
ciples of the two parties comprising the Gov-
ernireat disclose no real dlifference or basis
f or 'disagreemient on mauin policy.

Furthermore, the election which aw the
return of the present Government was fought
on the broad basis of private enterprise in
pref~reaee to socialism, azi action in lieu of
Cori) pia ceacy.

0

all



[ASSEMBLY.]

Although the Government successf ully
weathered its first Parliamentary session, it
did not achieve anything spectacular or really
,outstanding.

MNr. Mfarshall: It is not likely to!I

Mr. HEGINEY: The article continues-
Perhaps the slender majority which it enjoys

and its dependence to some extent upon the
two Independent members has made Cabinet
over-cautious in regard to policy and action.

If anyone saw the face of the Acting Pre-
mier when a division was taken just before
tea, he would hare said, "There is something
in that."

* Mr. Marshal): Last night, more particu-
larly.

'Mr. LIEGNEY: Ta passing, I would like
to make this reference to the coalition Gov-
ernm~ent: I well recoiledt that in 1930--and
as far as I anm concerned as a member of
the Labour Patry I am under no illusions
as to what thist composite Government would
do in certain circumstances-

'Mr. (Wrarden: You have not the faintest
idea,

Mr. JIEGNEY: I am speaking now from
experience, and~ wve must always try to pro-
fit from our past experience. In 1930 there
was a coalition Government. I rio not think
you, Mr. Speaker, adorned this Chamber at
that time.

Air. Marshall: Hfe was here then.

Mr. HEGNEY: Mr. Lindsay was Minister
for Works.

Mr. Marshall: He is gone.

Mr. IEGNEY: I am prepared to have
ehallenged. what I say, which is this: There
was an honourable agreement between the
Austtralian Workers' Union and the Minis-
try at Labour that had operated for sonic
-rears. It was not registered in the Indus-
trial Arbitration Court at the time because
the A.W.I'. was a composite organisation
and did not have all its sections; registered
under the State Act. Mr. Lindsay was not
Minister for Works very long when hie re-
pudiated the agreement, and for three years
there were members of the A.W.U. who,
because there was a hostile Government in
power with a good majority, had their mnar-
gins over the basic wage cut out. If this
Government had a good majority, it would
not show such -a pleasing attitude towards
the workers.

Mr. Grayden: You have a lively imagina-
tion.

'Mr. HEGNEY: It would certainly adopt
a policy more closely allied to that of those
it represents.

The Minister for Lands: You are talking
rot.

Bon. J. B. Sleemnan: You know how you
tried to slash the Workers' Compensation
Act.

Mr. HEGNEY: When the frogs stop
croaking, I will proceed.

The Minister for Lands: We have imn-
proved it.

Mr. Marshall: You know what you did
with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber may proceed.

Mr. HEGNEY: I will refer later to cer-
tain legislation attempt 'ed to bpe passed dur-
ing the life of that Government. I come
nlow to an extract frm the policy speech
of the present Premier, wherein ha said
something to the effect that there should be
a policy of -proft-sharing in industry. I am
sorry he is not here tonight, but would
like to know from him or -those represent-
ing him, what he meant by a "system of
p-rofit-sharing.'' If profit-sharing, as I
visualise it, -were inaugurated it would be
all right, hut anyone who has looked at the
systems of profit-sharing in industry since
they were introduced many years ago will
come, to the conclusion-I do not speak in
a part icular hut in a gen era! sense-that
the idea underlying -their introduction was
to divorce the workers from the trade union
movement.

Where profit-sharing schemes have been
brought into being they always seem
to have had strings attached to the basis
of the sharing. In addition-in some eases
-minimum wvages have been sidestepped
and other obligations got over, though that
could not obtain in Australia today under
our industrial laws. There is also the sys-
tem of co-partnership and the sharing of
profits by the issuing to the workers in an
industry of bonus shiares. There again,
there have always been tags attached. I
believe the workers' shares carry a reduced
interest rate and if 4he worker takes part
in an industrial dispute his shares are can-
celled. The shares give their holders no
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right to sit on the hoard of direotors. of
the company and, in the final analysis, all
such schemes can rightly he termed "profit-
snaring" schemes. If the Premier intends to
develop the idea mentioned in his policy
speech in February, 1047, I would be in-
terested to know just what he proposes to do.

I will quote word for word another ex-
tract from that speech and then link up
the reply with that of the member for
Middle Swain. I am sorry to have -to bring
the Premier's utterance down. to the level
of the reply of the member for Middle
Swan, but I have no alternative. During

aspeech delivered at Pinjanra on the 17th
February, 1047, referring ±o. Labour's re-
cord, the present Premier said-

I would ask my fellow citizens to cast their
minds hack over the Labour Government of
this State which has now existed for 20 out
of 23 years and on the Labour Government
at Canberra which has now lasted between five
and six years. I would ask them what hope
they can derive from any survey of the record
of these Governments.

I 'will deal first with the Federal aspect
and give the background to the election of
the Labour Government in 1941 so that
members will know whether there is any
substance in the policy speech of the Pre-
mier. I will read an extract from a state-
mnent made by Sir Earle Page regarding
'Mr. Menzies, shortly after Mir. Monzies be-
camne Prime Minister. Sir Earle Page
said-

The national leader must have courage, judg-
-ment and loyalty. Mr. Menzies does not pos-
sess these qualities.

Hie added that Mr. Menzies resigned at a
critical time from the Lyons Government,
when its efforts were strained to put the
defences I~, the country in order. Mr. Men-
zies was criticised in the "Daily Tele-
graph," which is not a Labour paper, by
members, of his* own party. On the 29th
July, 1941, several IJ.A.P. members s"- -

erely criticised Mr. Menzies in that paper.
Duncan Hughes, U.A.P., of South Austra-
lia, said that the nation's leadlership was
weak and uninspiring anct a change was
imperative. Senator Sampson, TJ.A.P.. Tai-
mania, criticised the Government for its
handling of the war. He said Mr. Men-
aies' conduct showed an ignorance of war
and its requirements. In March, 1943, a
move was; made by members of the UAP.,
among whom was Mir. Menzies, to oust

Mrl. Hughes from the leadership of the
party. The move was defeated. In a
broadcast address on the 6th April, 1943,
Mr. Hughes eharacterised these men as
saboteurs and a group of wreckers and
said-.

Mr. Menzties deplores self-seeking whispering
campaigns and petty intrigues, he passionately
urges thle need for unity, but is himself the
great self-seeker, the man behind the scenies,
in every intrigue, the fountain head of every
whispering campaign, the destroyer of unity.
Nothing short of leadership will satisfy Mr.
Measles. Mr. Menzles says a great deal -about
great principles, but the only great principle
upon which hie can be relied to stand firm is
his leadership of the -party.

Mr. Fadden and Mr. Menzies are the op-
posite numbers of the leader of the Liberal
Party and the leader of the Country and
Democratic League in this State. - They
formed a coalition Government before our
present State Government came into office.
For the 1943 elections Mr. Fadden was the
leader of the eampaimi for both the .A.
and the Country Party. During the camn-
paign Mr. Menzies denounced certain pro-
posals put forward by Mr. Fadden. ]n
describing Mr. Menzies' action as "a stab
in the back," Mr. Fadden said-

This stab in the hack makes another be-
trayan in the series for which Mr. Measles has
become notorious,

The Melbourne "Herald(" stated-

The decision of Mr. Menztics and his party
in withdrawing from the War Council was as
inexplicable as it was regrettable.

The Sydney "Morning Herald" said-
By deciding to withdIraw from the Advisory

War Council, the U.A.P. claims to have re-
gained freedom of action ia Parliament. In,
the absence of proof that such freedom ever
was lost or even seriously compromised, the
claim must be regarded as of dubious validity.

In the Sydney "'Morning Herald" of tin' 17th
August, 1943, the following criticism of MrT.
Menzies appeared-

Anyone who attempted to place complete
and absolute confidence in Mr. Menzies was
likely to become bewvildered.

The Sydney "M3orning Herald" of thle 21st
August, 1940-before the Labour Party was
elected to office-had this to say-

The mass of electors would feel more confi-
denco in Mr. Menzies as Leader, if they were
convinced-sad they by no means are Con-
vinced-that be mneans to placo natinal need.
before Party exigencies.
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A criticism of the IXA.P.-Country Party
Government by "The Daily Telegraph" of
the 231rd iMay, 1940, states-

Do not let us deceive ourselves. There has
been bunging,-

That is referring to the LIA.P-Country
Party. It continues--
-inefflrieiiey, temporising and confusion. It
is now on the Government's owii head to get
ii,.aoit Of the mess.

The 'Sydney Morning Herald" of the 26th
July, 1940, stated-

The Glovernment has betome stale. It con-
tains too Olney dissentient factions and its
personnel is sadly lacking in administrative
ability.

One could go on quoting extracts, and I have
done so. to show that during the period when
this country was facing the most important
vrisis in its history, those who were supposed
to he its leaders were stabbing one another
in the back.

Mr. Grayden: Whatw~ere YOU dJoing About
it and what have you done about it? Noth-
ing!

Alr. UIEGNEY: I now come to the election
in 1941-

Point of Order.

Mr. Grayden: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. I object to the statements being
made by the member for Pilbara. There
may be no limits to the depths to which the
hon. member may descend, and he may be
this State's leading exponent of political
hypocrisy, and everyvthing that is rotten, but
I consider there is a limit.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: On a point of order!
Is the member for Middle Swan going to
make a speech?

Mr. Grayden: Although there may be no
depths to which the member for Pilbara may
descend in this matter there is a limit to the
tolerance-

Hon. J. B. Sleemnan: Is the member for
Middle Swan going to make a speech or is
he speaking on a point of order?

Mr. Speaker: What is the point of order?

Mr. Grayden: There is a limit to the
tolerance of members and I ask that the
member for Pilbara's statements be with-
drawn.

Honl. J. B. Sleemian: They are all quite
true. Has the hon. member the right to

make a speechI If he continues, I may
have to move that he be no longer heard.

Mr. Speaker: To what statements does
the member for Middle Swan object? I
cannot see anything objectionable up to date.

Mr. Grayden: The statements with re-
gard to Mr. Menzies!I I object to them on
behalf of myself and members on this side
of the House. He is linking up those
statements with members on this side. r
consider that is sufficient ground for asking
that the statement be withdrawn.

Mr. Speaker: There is nothing so far,
that I have heard, that should be with-
drawn. The member for Pilbara may
proceed.

Debate Resumned.

Mr. HEGNEY: I have quite a number
of other extracts but I stated that I would
not weary the House by reading them.
However, if I hear any more stupid interjec-
tions I will quote some further extracts.

Mr. Graydon: You are linking up these
statements with the Liberal Party. That is
the point.

Mr. HEGNEY: I was explaining, before
the noise interrupted me, the circumstances
under which the Labour Government was
elected during the war period, and I am
making direct reference to the remarks in
the Premier's policy speiech, that a Com-
monwealth Labour Government had been
elected, and was there for the last five or
six years and had done nothing. The
Labour Government was returned to olffic
in 1941 because the people of Australia
recognised that there was so much under-
ground engineering politically, and so much
back-stabbing among the parties opposed
to Labour. The people showed their de-
sires in no uncertain terms, and Prime
Minister, Jack Curtin, took office in charge of
a Labour Governmient, in 1941.

It is true that this Government has been
in office ever since and I propose to quote
-this is because the Premier invited such
comment-a few of the things that the
Commonwiealthi Labour Government has
done. I shall deal with State matters
before I conclude. The Labour Govern-
ment was elected on the 7th October, 1941,
I will bovrilise some of the legislation and
some of the administration when I come to
the State matters referred to by me, but
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I will make a precis of the matters dealt
with by the Commonwealth Parliament.

The Commonwealth Labour Government
increased the pay to Servicemen and women
and their dependants, provided proteetidn
for soldiers and dependants under the War
Time Moratorium Regulations, set up a
Legal Aid Bureau for soldiers and depend-
ants, enacted special regulations to ensure
that soldiers' dependants would ,not be
evicted from their homes, increased social
service pensions from 21s. to 37g. Ortey
will be increased to 42.-increased income
under tfxe Old Age Pensiqas Act from 12s.
6d. to £1, increased child endowment,
inaugurated widows' pensions and contri-
buted £100,000 to the States for implemen-
tation of control over the 1kB. curse, placed
unemployment insurance on the statute-
book, enacted sickness benefit insurance and
hospital treatment and granted the primary
producers over £2,000,000 for drought relief.
Primary producers were also granted a sub-
sidy of over £7,000,000 for, the dairying
industry. Will any 'member deny that i
The Commonwealth Government guaranteed
a price for oats, barley and maize.

The Honorary Minister: But the con-
sumers pay.

Mr. HEEGNEY: The Commonwealth
Labour Government enabled farmers to
purchase super during the war at less than
cost. It stahilised the price of potatoes and
ranted assistance of over £40,000,000 to

primary producing industries. The Common-
wealth Bank Act was amended in 1945 and
the Government pegged rents and controlled
prices to the best of its ability. It amended
the Cominonwealth. Employees' Compen-
sation Act. Those fire a few of the things
carried out by a Commonwealth Labour
Government during its term of office. That
Government faced anoiher election in 1943,
during the war period, and was returned.
lt came before the people again in 1946 on
an adult franchise basis and was again re-
elected. So the Commonwealth Labour
Government must have had some of the
people's confidence.

Mr. Smith:- It has a record of achieve-
ment.

Mr. 4EGNEY: Yes, it has a record of
.achievement. As a matter of fact the Coin-
,monwealth Labour Government from 1941
up to the present time has, to my way of
thinking, been the best Govcrnmknt that

[Sol

Labour has ever had for the purpose of
implementing its policy. It gave no beg
pardons to the big financial interests of'
this country and everything it has done.
has been done with a desire to uplift the
Australian people as a whole.

Mr. Mann: On Karl Marx's idea.

Mr. 1RGNEY: I propose to deal for a
time with 'the matters raised by the member
for Middle Swan in his recent remarks. The
hon. member quoted a number of items and
at the end of each item in an imbecilic or
puerile way referred to members on this side
as liars, "Hansard" will disclose that but I
do not propose to inflict the- reading of
"Hansard" on members who were hero (lur-
ing the- course of the speech.

Mr. Grayden:'They were all substantiate,

Alr. 1tEONEY: IHigher wage,;, shorter
hours arid industrial security lire some of thie
items with which I propose to deal.

Mr. arayden: Deal with better factory
conditions.

Mr. HEGNEY: I intend to quote two or.
three items for the purpose of educating, if
it is possible, the member for Mliddle Sw',an
with res eet to some of the achievements of
Labour organisations; in the Commonwealth.
I will leave the matter of higher wag-es for
the time and turn to the question of shorter
hours. Some member on this side of the
House interjected and the member for
Middle Swan stated that it was "open hiypo-
crisy and deliberate lies." I intend, for a
few moments, to the best of my nbility-

Mr. firayden: Which is not very great.

Mr. FEGNEY: -to show what has hap-
pened over the last 100 years as, regards
working- hours-. I will go back shortly to
the year 1900. As a matter of fact, it was,
just close on 100 years ago that the trades-
in in Melbourne agitated for an B-hour
day. At that time they were working 1P1
hours9 a dlay. It was in 1855 that the stone-
masons there fought for and gained an 8-
hour dry for their occupation,

Mir, Grayden: Are you dealing with every
item or merely sing-ling- obt one or two?

Mr. HEGNEY: I would lie to inform
the member for Midd)l Swan that there are-
four exits from this Chamber, and I would
not raise, any objection to his using which-
ever he chooses.
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Mr. Grayden: You come with me, anit I
will gladly go (out.

M1r. SPEFAKER: Order.

Mr. IIEGNEY: As I remarked, the stonle-
marsons in Melbourne gained their 8-hour
day in 1S55 and from their on till the early
nineties, there was a continuous struggle not
only for the reduction of working hours
amongist the various trade unions but also
for the recog-nition of trade unionism. I
would remind the member for Middle Swan
that in those days there were what were
known as the anti-comnbination laws, whieni
Malie it illegal for Men01 to organise andt im-
prove their working conditions. Despite
,hat, on account of the injustices to which
"hey were subject in those times, and because
of the fact that they realised they hall to
orgahlise industrially to get anywhere, over
1long period of years they succeeded, bit by

hit, in breaking dtown the prevailing condli-
tions of labouir, and eventually the 8-hour
day was standardised throughout the States
in many industries. The same old argu-
ment., were advanced in those early days-
the time was not riple!

Recently the member for Canning, in r'e-
ferring to the 40-hour week, said he was
niot against that proposition-but the tine
wvas not ripe! History show. that the same
arguments were advanced in opposition to
any reform that has been proposed. When
a 56-hour working week obtained and an
effort was made to reduce it to 52. hours,
the arguments against the reduction were-
the time was not ripe, production would be
reduced, chaos would follow, the country
would go bankrupt! So we go down the
years, until it was decided that the 44-hour
workdig week would prevail. A big ease was
heard before that eminent judge Mr. Justice
Ilietrins, in 1920, as the result of which
after eiantinlicus organising and agitation on
the part of the workers, the 44-hour working
week was established, and it was, done with
the aid of political action. I must explain
that up to 1890 or 1894, the organised
workers of Australia relied solely upon in-
dlultrial action, while their opponents in
parliament controlled the legislation of the
country.

Mline are- riot wild and woolly words. My
st:ifettieflts can be proved bry a perusal of
Ilunsard'' and of the statutes passRed in

yclars goxie by. When the workers found

that the machinery of government was being
trained agnipst them, they decided t4
orgarnise politically. As a result of that
they were able to bring about the adop
ti0,1 of the 4-1-hour week. In this State, mi
meniory is very vivid about what happeun
regarding the 44-hour wveek in 1921 0n

1922. The 'Nationalist Government of tha
day took steps to re-inauguirate the 48-hocu
working week for all men employed on pith
lie works. Subsequently a Labour Covern
ment was elected in March, 1924, and fron
the Ist July next by administrative act
it restored the 44-hour -week for men or
public works.

31r. Marshall: What did they dto ii, 19301
They took it from them again.

Air. HEGNEY: I intend to read exeerptr
-the more important oneps-fromr certain
platforms of the various State Labour
Parties and the Commonwealth Labour
Party with respect to their aspirations and
ideals in bygone years. I will start by quot-
ing from at book entitled, "Trades Unionism
in Australia" by J. T. Sutciffe, who was
tutor in industrial history for the Workers'
Education Association of'Victoria anld secre-
tary oif the Piddington Basic Wage Com-
Mission in 1920. The hook shows that the
first inter-colonial labour congress was held
in 1879, and the platform set down by that
sody included the following itemns:-

Tre eight-horur system-its extension and
consolidation.

Legolisation of trade unions.
Factory andi workshops regulation law.
Education.
Worknien's compensation for injuries sus-

tained while following their enmployment and
caused by negligence of others or through de-
fieiemnt appliances.

(?onci Iintion and airbitration.
Extenslion of the early closing movement.

Those wvere the main planks of Labour's
platform at that time, wvhen there was ac-
tuzally nil political babrour Party. In fact,
that adlvance did not take place until some

Yearys later. Next I shall quote from a
hook entitled ''Australia's Awakening,''
which dealt with the industrial history of
Australia uip to 1900.. The editor of that
boo0k was the late AV. (1. %pence, the first
president of the Australian Workers'
t'nion and a former' Labour member of,
Parliamenit. During the course of his poli-
tical carecer, Mr. Suence left the political
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Labour Party; I wilt say no more! The
contents of the book are interesting as
showing just what happened when there
was no Labour administration. I shall
qunote from the N.S.W. platform of 1801,
mentioning only the following- important
planks--

Electoral reform to provide for the abolition
of plural voting.

Abolition of money deposits in parliamecntary
elections.

Extension of franchise to seamnen, 8hearers
and general labourers by the registration of
votes.

Extension of franchise to policemen andl
soldiers.

Mr, Marshall: Apparently no-one had a
vote in those days!

Mr, HEGNEY: Other items were-
Abolition of the six months' residence clause

as a qualification for the exercise Of the fraii-
chise.

]Parliamentnry elections to be heold on one
(lay aund that day to be a public holiday with
public houses closed during the hours of polling.

Eight hours legal maxiinuin working day.
Workshop and Factory Act to provide for

prohibition of sweating system.
Supervision of land boilers and mnachinery

and appointment of represenative working
nien as inspectors.

The State Labour platform of -N.S.W. in
1909 included amongst other planks the
following:-

Regulation of hours of labour.
Workers' compensation.
Full civic and political rights to all1 State

anid municipal employees.
Then we come to the general platform
which included-

Anti-sweaiting legislation, providing for
punishment by 1w prisonient for breaches.

Various amendments to the Arbitraton Acet.

Xow wve (come1 to the Prog-ress-ive ]Political
Labour Leaguie of Victoria in 1891, and
amlong its planks, were the following:

Abolition of plural voting.
Special provisions for seamen and others fol-

lowing migratory occupations to reord their
votes at parliamnentary elections.

Reform of labour laws.
A law enacting a maximum labour day of

eight hours.
A mining Act providing for proper ventila-

tion and safety in gold, Coal and Other mines.
The establishment by lnw of courts of con-

ciliation and arbitration for the settlement of
disputes between emiployers and employees.

Similar provisions are set down in the plat-
form of the Australian Labour Federation,
Queensland, in 1890 as also in the Queens-
land Labour platform of 1893. The South
Australian Labour platform of 1892 and the
Queensland Labour platform of 1897 in-
cluded old-age pensions, conciliation and
compulsory arbitration, public fire, lifCe,
marine, accident and general insurance,' Uni-
varsity free to all qualified by examination.
So one? might go through the platforms of
the Labour Federations in the various States-
that set out for the information of the public
the ideals and aspirations of the trade union
movement on the political side in thosc times.

II said lprevionsly that the early struggles
of the trade union movemnent forced the
adoption of political action. When political
action was first taken in Australia, the condi-
tions of the working people generally were
very bad indeed. We have on record in-
stances of sweating, in Victoria particularly,
but als) in this State. Meni, women aind
children were compelled to work long hours
for very little pay. Labour Parties in all
the States have for years had on their Jplat-
-forms provision for a 40-hour 'week-a pro-
gressive reduction from 48 to 40. Now we
have been told, in reply to the statement that
Labour was responsible for the Shorter work-
ing week, that we are liars.

In all the States, Labour Governments,
by legislative enactment or administrative
act, awarded a il-hour week to many of
their employees. Where it; was possible to
make provision by legislation, a 44-hour
week was introduced. While it is true that
last year the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court, in effect, awarded a 40-hoar week,
let me iay quite definitely that, had there
been a Liberal-Couintry Party or an anti-
Labour Government in, the Commonwealth
Parliament, the result mnighit hare been
different.

Mr. 'Marshall: There would not have been
any application.

'Mr. HEGNEY: The Commonwealth tiov-
erment instructed its representatives to go
int0 the Arbitration Court and assist the
workers to get the 40-hour week. I do not
wish to speak of the attitude adopted by
this Government to the 40-hour week. The
Libcral-C.D.L. coalition here took office just
whet the ease was being heard, the advo-
cates were changed and an application was
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made to the State court, which followed in
the wake of the Federal Arbitration Court.
Whichever way one looks at the matter, one
must concede that the 40-hour week was the
result of continuous, persistent and inces-
sant advocacy on the part of the trade
unions of this country.

Social security is another matter that was
mentioned by the member for Middle Swan.
True, a comnplcte measure of social security
has not yet been implemented in Australia,
hut anyone comparing the experiences dur-
ing the last depression with the conditions
prevailing today must realise that tim Com-
monwealth Labour Government, by reason
of being able to operate in an Australia-
wide sphere, has (lone a very fine job in the
interests of the great. mass of the people.
If anyone is out of work through no fault
of his own or is unable to accept work on
account of its. unsuitability to his condition,
he is not allowed to "o without; he is paid an
allowance until he is placed in employment.
The same principle applies in the case of
sickness and, in a measure, to child endow-
ment, motherhocod endowment, old-age pen-
sions, widows' pensions and other schemes
designed to alleviate the condition of those
people on the lower rungs of the social
ladder.

Now I wish to dleal with another matter.
Although a certain measure will probably he
introduced Inter in the session dealing
with the subject on which I am about to
touch, I intend to take this opportunity of
giving the lie direct to the member who
made the statement that Labour was not
responsible for the provision of better comn-
pensation for workers. When that state-
ment was made, a member on this side of
the Chamber said, "Incorrect," and the im-
mediate retort of the member for Middle
Swan was "Liar."

Mr. Grayden: I said nothing of the sort.
That is a deliberate ]iv.

Mr. 'Marshall: You will find it in
"Hansard.".

Mr. Grayden: On a point of order! The
member for Pilbara has stated what is a
deliberate lie, lie said that I termed his
remark a lie and T did nothing of the sort.
Therefore I ask that he withdraw the state-
mient.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member asks
that the statement be withdrawn.

Mr. HEOGrEY: It is in "Hansard."y

Mr. Grayden: If the hon. member can
point to it in "Hansard," I will donate £:50
to the Perth Hospital.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am not permoitted( to
read "Hlansarcl" at this stage.

Mr. Grayden: Read it!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mir. HEGNEY: The position regarding
workers' compensation is that the first legis-
lation here was introduced in 1902. Thle
Act was amended in 1909, and the Labour
Government of 1912 introduced a niore conm-
prehensive measure. U'nder the Acts of
1902 and 1909 restrictions were imposed to
the effect that no compensation would be
paid if the incapacity lasted less than two
weeks. The compensation where depath re-
sulted from injury was the equivalent of
three years' earnings or £200, whichever wa.;
the larger, but not exceeding £400, and a
weekly payment for disability of half
wages, the maximium £2 a -week with a total
liability of £300.

I believe it was the 1909 Act that brought
wharf labourers under the compensation
laws. The member for Sooth Freimantle
ran correct me if I ani wrong in that state-
meat. In 1923, the Act was amended to
provide that, when the injury lasted les
than a fortnight, no compensation was pay-
able for the first three (lays. I do not pro-
pose to enter into details of the amendments
effected in 19.37, 1941 and 1944, lint what I
do wvish to stress is that in 19024 a compre-
hensive mneasure was introduced by a
Labour Government headed by the member
for Boulder, and the Minister for Works
and Labour of the time had charge of the
Bill.

Up to Ihat time certain percentages werev

set down in the Second Schedule paynlle as
a proportion of the total lump sum in the
case of loss of a limb, a toe, a joint (if ai
finger, and so forth. Those percentages hail
been comparatively low relatively to thos;e
provided in the Act of 1924. Anyone who
doubts my statement may perose the re.-per-
tire Acts at his leisure. P to 1924 the
magnificent sum of £1 was payable to a
worker for medical expenses when he was
injured. He received £1 and £1 only. The
1924 Act, which was passed by a Labour
Government, increased that £1 to £100. It
also increased considerably the amounts
payable under the Second Schedule for loss
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of limbs. In some respects, it also in-
creased the total amount payable. I used
the name of a gentleman in the earlier part
of my speech. He was the M1inister for
Labour in the coalition Government of 1930.
In that year, M1r. Lindsay introduced a Bill
to amend the compensation law. I have a
copy of it.

I shall not give complete comparisons be-
tween the Act passed by the Labour Govern-
ment in 1024 and 'Mr. Lindsay's Bill of
1930, when the Nationalist-Country Party
Government had a clear majority. I have,
however, made some comparisons. After I
have finished reading, them, I think that
even the member for Irwin-Moore will
agree--I can see him smiling like a billy-
goat in a cabbage patch-that the Govern-
ment has not a leg to stand on and that the
member for Middle Swan must swallow his
words. The following is the comparison:

Act pawsed
by Labour

Glovern ment
Inl 1024.

Loss of leg...........00
Loss of leg just below knee £582 los,
Loss of a foot. ............... £525
Loss of arm near shoulder £675
Lees of arm at or above elbow £876
Low Df hand...........£0
Loss of a forearm £.. ... 000
L~os o t or one eye f.. 378
Complete loss of hearing .... £00
LOM Ofa4joint Ofas oe ... 75

Loso art Ora thumb .. 212 103.
ooft: toe or joint ofta finger £90

Allowance For medical expenses £100

Bill Intro.
duced by

Nationalist-
Country

Party
Government

In 1930,
£476
£450

£475
£400
£450
£9270
£E450

£40
£L80

£22 to £.78
£52 los.

The Nationalist-Country Party Government
of 1030 proposed to chisel the amount allow-
able for medical expenses down to £52 10s.!
I have the Act and the Bill of 1930, both
of which are available for inspection by any
member, especially the member for Middle
Swan. Members may peruse them at their
leisure.

_Mr. Grayden: What did your Government
do? Nothing!I

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad of that asinine
interjection, because it gives me an oppor-
tunity to explain that since 1924 up to the
present time, progressive improvements have
been made in the Workers' Compensation
Act. As the hon. member knows, for 20
years out of 23 the Labour Government held
office. Most members opposite know that
in the late thirties the Act was amended. It
was again amended in 1941 and in 1942.
Among the amendments were provisions for
the payment of hospital charges in addition
to medical expenses, an enlarged definition

of "worker," bringing the income range from
£400 to, £500, and also a provision that
weekly payments over a period made to
workersi should not be deducted from a lump-
sum payment. Provision was also made
for a dependant, for instance, a widow, to
receive the full £750 instead of £600.

Mn. Gray den: A Royal Commission had
to be appointed to go into the matter of
workers' compensation.

Mr. HEGNEY: 'I give the present Gov-
ernment credit for having appointed a Royal
Commission to inquire into all aspects of
workers' compensation. I believe the Minis-
ter in charge of this matter and his col-
leagues are sincere in their attempt to get
a Bill through. That certainly shows a vast
change from what their policy was in 1930.
It is very pleasant to note the change is one
for the better.

I now come to easy access to the Arbitra-
tion Court, I shall not go into detail on this
aspect of the Speech, but anyone who has
taken an interest in indostrial laws and in
the welfare of the people knows that th e first
Industrial Arbitration Act was Passed in
1902. [t was amended in 1912, and in 1924 it
was comprehensively amended. Each amend-
ment was designed for the express purpose
of clearing away all technical and legal dis-
abilities in the way of approaching the court,
whether such approach was by employers or
by workers. I invite any member who holds
the view that the Labour Party has not at-
tempted to make access to the Arbitration
Court easy to have a look at the existing
Industrial Arbitration Act. He will there
see for himself the machinery which is pro-
vided to obviate industrial disputes that
might arise. Incidentally, we have in this
State a policy which has worked very well
between the Employers' Federation and the
Australian Labour Party, under which many
disputes are settled before they see the light
of day. The disputes committee of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party meets the E.mployers'
Federation and an agreement is frequently
arrived at without approaching the Arbitra-
tion Court.

Workers' homes were also mentioned.
Speaking from memory, I think the first
Workers' Homes Act was passed by a Labour
Government in 1911. The object was to en-
able -workers on comparatively low incomes
to build homes. Over the years the Act has
been amended to meet difficulties with which
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workers were faced. Provision is now made
whereby the board may build houses for
rental.

Mr. Grayden: You are distorting- my
remarks.

Mr. HEGNEY: Profiteering and price-
fixing: I need hardly labour this point. A
Labour Government put the Profiteering
Prevention Act on the statute book, but the
present Government, in accordance with its
policy, has seen fit to introduce price-fixing
legislation. I tell members that pnice-fixing
is one of the planks of the Labour Party's
platform.

Mr. Orayden. Who introduced it? That is
the point!

Mr. ILEGNEY: There is another unwar-
ranted interjection! Price-fixing was effected
on a Commonweal th-wide basis by the Com-
monwealth Government under National Se-
curity Regulations.

Mr. Ocayden: By the Menzies Govern-
ment-not a Laour Government.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Public Trust Office!
I do not need to delay the House on that
point; nor on interest rates, because they
also are controlled uinder National Security
Regulations. Rental houses and materials
control! These were mentioned. Also third-
party insurance! Those were measures in-
troduced by Labour and sometimies-I am
saying this in no critical way-with the
closest. co-operation and collaboration of the
thea Opposition. Pensions for coalminers!
They were introduced by the Labour Gov-
ernment. The regulation of dangerous
trades! One such measure that comes to
mind is the Scaffolding Act. Then there aire
the Coal Mines Regulation Act and the Mines
Regulation Act, and Acts dealing with mines
generally, and with safety in factories and
shops.

Long-service leave! I recollect well that
in 192-7 thousands of workers in this coun-
try-Government workers on wages-were
granted a measure of long-service leave by
the Governnient, and for the last 21 years
conditions have been modified and long-
service leave introduced generally. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Government has given a lead
to private employers to recompense in this
way the long service given them by their
employees. Standard leave and holidays!1
The Labour movement bas been agitating

for these things for years. It is only as a
result of agitation, and again with the co-
operation of the Commonwealth Labour Gov-
ernment, that we have been able to get that
through the Arbitration Court, and now
there are standard holidays and leave for
all wvorkers uinder Arbitration Court awards.
Promotions Appeal Board and Rent Con-
trol!1 They have been duplicated. That is
all right; there is nothing wrong with that.
The Promotions Appeal Board was estab-
lished by the Labour Government,' so far as
I know, to enable railway officers to appeal
on matters concerning their industrial wel-
fare.

New award for nurses!1 1 am open to cor-
rection, but as far as I know-the member
for Leederville is more acquainted with the
position than 1-under the industrial Arbi-
tration Act the court cannot award any more
than is requested. On one occasion the nurses
asked for a certain amount and were given
everything they sought in the court. No-
one wishes to make political capital out of
this, but it is pleasing to know that the
conditions of nurses have been improved,
because they constitute one section of the
community that deserves every considera-
tion that can be given them. Higher wages!
I am not going to say that wages are high
enough, but I do contend that it has been
due to the efforts of the industrial organi-
sations over along period of years that we
have been able to a great extent to stabilise
the mininium standard of wages in the
Commonwealth.

It is interesting to delve into the early
history of Western Australia and of Aus-
tralia in regard to the establishment of the
basic wage. I have done so, and I find that
the doctrine of the basic wage was enunci-
ated by Sir Samuel Griffiths, one of. the
lending Australians of his day, who was
Premier of Queensland in 1890. The same
principle was propounded by Mr. Justice
Heydon in later years. He was President of
the New South Wales Arbitration Court.
Although wage-fixing tribunals wer~e in op era-
tion in 1896 in Melbourne and were later
established in New South Wales, it was not
until 1907 that the first definite principle war,
enunciated, and it js interesting to recall
that the declaration was made by Judge
Higgins, President of the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court at the time. And he was
not dealing with wages but with an appli-
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cation by McKay's 'the Sunshine flarvester
people, for an order in termis of Section 2
of the Excise Tariff Act of 1906.

By this Act the Commonwealth Parliament
bad imposed certain excise duties on agricul-
tural implements, hut provided that the Act
should not apply to goods manufactured in
Australia tinder conditions as to the remun-
erationi of labour which were declared by the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court to he fair
and reasonable. Judge Higgins was charged
wiith the responsibility ocf dctermiuding a
fair and reasonable standard wage under
the Excise Tariff Act, and he discussed at
length the meaning of "fair and reason-
able." He said the provision for fair and
reasonable wages -was obviously designed for
the benefit of employees in the industry, and
lie could not think of any standard approp-
riate other than the normal needs of the
average employee regarded as a human be-
ing living in a civilised community.

That exposition wvas the foundation of
the sections written into the different Arbi-
tration Acts of the States and the Common-
wealth. As a matter of fact, it is practically
word for -word in onr own Act. After the
inquiry, Judge Higgins awarded 7s. a day
as the appropriate standard, and here is
what Mr. A. B. Piddington, who conducted
the basic wage inquiry in 1920, said about
the matter in a book he wrote called "The
Next Step"'--

. ... it is clear that thi evidence, thought
uncontradicted, was very slight in volume. We,
bear of "a land agent'' as to rent, "a
butcher,'' as to mneat, and "nine housewives''
as to rent and food combined. In the history
of the new social jurisprudence it will seem sur-
prising that a decision, upon which the way of
living of millions of Australian citizens in the
intervening 13 yenrs has ever since depended.
should have been reached uponx such slender
materials even ais to rent and food. But more
serious still is the lacuna left by the absence
of all evidence as to clothing-always a for-
midable expense, as it is a primitive essential--
and the absence, too, of any evidence upon the
multifarious needs called in such investiga-
tions ''Miscellaneous requirements,'' and in-
eluding "'light (and fuel), furniture, utensils
(being casual, not weekly expenditure), rates,'life assurance, savings, accident Or benefit so-ciety, mangle, school requisites, loss of em-
ployment, union pay, -books and newspapers.
intoxicating liquors, tobacco, sickness and
death, domestic help or any expenditure for
unusual contingencies, religion or charity''
(Items mentioned in the Harv'ester case).

'T~he real basis, however, of the Harvester
case is not to he found in the facts as to the

cost of living thus mentioned, for these only
accounted for £l 12s. 5d. per week (the cost of
food arid rent), there being, as mentioned, no
information ef any kind as to the missing sec-
tions (clothinig anid miscellaneous), and no
evidence therefore upon which to base, with
even an approach to calculation, a finding of
£2 2s. any more than of £3 Sm. or £4 4s. per
week.

There is Mr. Piddington's comment on the
finding of Judge Higgins as to the 7s. per
day. The 7s. was awarded. in 1907, and. it
was not until 1920 that a full investigation
into the basic wage was made. 1 am not
going to traverse the history of the basic
wage decisions in various parts of the Com-
mionwealth. Suffice it to say that up to 1926
in this State, the. Harvester award of 7s.
per day formed the base and the standard
was harnessed to the cost of living index
figures a-bout 1911 or 1912. But when the
amended Industrial Arbitration Act was
passed in 1925 it provided for an annual
declaration of the basic wage in Western
Australia. Mr. Dlwyer, who was the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, followed to
some extent, as far as food and clothing
were eoncerned, the basis set down by Judge
Piddington. Prom 1926 to 1938 the basis
remained the same. For 12 years the prin-
ciple on which the basic wage was founded
did not alter. 'The only difference was in
the nominal wage, which was rendered ne-
essary by the change in the cost of living
figures. In 1938 a comprehensive inquiry
took place under the provisions of the State
Industrial Arbitration Act, with the result
that the workers gained an increase of 5 s,

In 1941 or 1942 wrages were pegged under
National Security Regulations. It was not
until February, 1947, that the State labour
organsations were able to submit a further
ease to the State Arbitration Court. They
were then successful in obtaining another
increase of 5is. a week. In the Common-
wealth sphere, up to 1922, the basic 'wage
decision of Mr. Justice Higgins applied to
the industrial awards. In that year, however,
Judge Powers ranted an additional 3s. a
week to enable the workers to get the bene-
fit of the lag hetween the Harvester figures
and the actual cost of living. Between 1922
and 1937 numbers of increases were granted.
But in the Commonwealth court there is
what is called a needs wage and a loading
of so much per week. That court intro-
duced some time ago what it calls the "C"
series of index figures which have relation
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to variations in the cost of commodities and
elements forming the basic wage. The
Commonwealth and State basic wages today
are practically the same-there is not a
great deal of dicrence.

The point I wish to mnake is this: I do
not believe wages are high enough, because
wages are always chasing prices. It is due
to the activities and advocacy of Labour
represen'tatives, and to legislation being
placed on the statute book, that increases
have been gained over the years. -It must be
recognised that in trades and callings where
there is no industrial regulation, wages are
much lower. I am not going to delay the
House much longer. I purposely set myself
out in reply to the statements made some
little time ago by the member for Middle
Swan, to explain the attitude of members on
this side of the House so there would be
no misunderstanding.

Mr. Grayden: You have succeeded in dis-
torting most of the statements; that is all.

Mr. HECGNEY: There was a time when
there was no unemployment insurance, no
regulation of working hours, no workers'
compensation, no child endowment and no
factory law;, despite the unwarranted sug-
gestion by our friend opposite in regard to
those laws, There were no old age or invalid
pensions. Although a Labour Government
was not in power in the Commonwealth Par-
liament when the Old Age Pensions Act was
introduced in 1909, the Labour Party in the
Parliament decided it would support the
them Government if it promised to introduce
the Old Age Pensions Act. That is how that
legislation came to be placed on the statute
book in the first place. Over the years the
industrial organisations have fought for the
betterment of their conditions and. have
adopted political action during the last 50
years with some measure of success. I do
not hold myself up, as a Labour represen-
tative, as being infallible or immaculate,
and neither does any other member on this
side of the House, as we are only human.
But when at member sets himself out, delib-
erately to misrepresent the position-

'Mr. Grayden: You are doing that to-
night.

Mr. HEGNEY: -it is time for a definite
and clear reply to be submitted, and that is
what I have done.

Mr. Grayden: You have distorted the-
position.

Mr. HEGNEY: I remind the member for
Middle Swan-and I say this in alt sin-
cerity-

Mr. Grayden: You could not be sincere
if you tried.

'Ar. HEGNEY: -that it is not too late
for him to learn. No matter what our age,
we can always learn. Before he utters such
statements again, I suggest he makes sure
of a few of the facts. Those gentlemen on
the other side of the House, who are in the
early afternoon of their lives, know what
the conditions were when they were lads.
They were not what they are today, and pirob-
ably their fathers told them something of
the earlier conditions that existed. Although
they may not be Labour members yet, some
are imbued with a spirit of humanitarianism,
and if the member for Middle Swan. has a
yarn with them they wilt tell him that much
of what I have said is absolutely true, and
that much of what hie said the other evening
was unwarranted. 3VWhen, by phrase after
phrase, he tries to bring decent men into
disrepute it is hardly cricket. The Labour
organisations of the Commonwealth have
made many mistakes, and so have Labour
muemb ers, But the hon. member has tried to
derate and bring into disrepute the political
motives of the industrial Labour movement
as a whole.

Mr. Grayden: I was referring to members
opposite.

Mr. IE GNEY: This party, since its in-
ception, has been the Australian Labour
Party. It hus not had to change its name
once. It was the Australian Labour Party
in 1890, and it is today. I am not saying
this in any personal sense, hut the hon.
member's forebears were Conservatives and
Liberals. Up) to the last war there were
Whigs, and Tories, and Conservatives and
Liberals. About the middle of the 1914-IR
war they changed 'their name to the Win
the War Party and after that to the
National Party.

Mr. Marshall: No, the National Labour
Party.

Mr. ITEGNEY: The -National Party!
Some years ago they ea~ed themselves
the United Australian Party, and when that
became unfavourable with the people they
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called themselves the Liberal Party. I am
not slinging off, but why change the name
at different periodsl This Labour Party
was barn in adversity. It was only because
of the unjust conditions prevailing that the
struggles of the early pioneers of the Labour
movement made it possible for every man in
this Commonwealth to have a rote.

It was only through the sacrifices of the
men who fought for trade unionism, and
were prepared to go to gaol for their rights,
that trade unionism has become such a force
in the public life of the Commonwealth to-
day, and the same remarks apply to the
political aspect of the Australian Labour
Party. While we have made mistakes, and
we may he misrepresented by the- daily
Press and some of our opponents, and at
times some of our leaders have left us and
gone over to the enemy, the Labour move-
ment has gone forward since its inception
in 1890. There must be some substance and
foundation in it when it can withstand ail
the onslaughts made on it from time to
time.

On motion by Ron. E._ Nulsen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.570 p.m.

Thursday, 26th August, 1948.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., andi read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

SHIPPING, INTERSTATE.

l. to Tonnage of Cargo from Easterv
States.

31r, GRAHAM asked the Honorary Mini-
ister for Supply and Shipping:

What is the tonnage of cargo which ar-
rived at Fr-emantle from other States-

(a) for the six months ended the 3lsr
'March, 1947;

(b) for the six months ended the 30th
June, 1948?

The HONORARY MI1'NISTER replied:

For tb 0 member's information, the fol-
lowing figures were the tonnage for the-
Irear for Fremantle alone-

Year ended the 31st Mbrche, 1947-
:391,614 tons.

Year ended the 31st Mlarch, 1948-
401,384 tons.

Increase of 9,770 tons.
Notwithstanding strikes and hold-up.

POLICE.

As to Transfer of Deteetirc-Sergeaut
R. Kendall.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis;-
ter representing the Minister for Police:

What conclusion did Mr. H. D. Moseley,
P.M., arrive at in connection with his; in-
quiry into the transfer of Detective-Ser-
gyeant R. Kendall from the C.I.B. to the
uniformed branch of the Police Force?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
That reasonable grounds existed for the

transfer.

NORTH-WEST.

As to Wharf Charges at Port Redbnd, ete.

Mr. HEONEY asked the Minister for the
North-West:

(1) Is he aware that wharf charges at
Port Hediand have been increased?9

(2) Will he supply details of such in-
creases?

(3) Are any other northern ports simi-
larly affected?

(4) Will h 'e accede to the request Of ye-
sidents of the Port Hedland district for a
reduction of such charges?
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